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This Work will be published in monthly numbers 
price One Penny, to meet the wish of many who 
desire to assist in the distribution of such litera- 
ture, as will, by God's blessing, promote the study 
and the realization of the Holy Life. Quantities 
'will be supplied at a reduced price, on application 
to the publisher. « 



THE CHILDREN'S HOME, 

Bonner Roady Victoria Park, London, E, 

The Children's Home has been established to receive 
Orphan and Outcast Children of both sexes, from any part 
of the country and, with God's help, to save them from falling 
into criminal ways. 

Already 120 such children have been received.— Oct. 1872. 

Subscriptions and Donations will be gratefully received and 
acknowledged by T, B, Stephenson, B.A., 3, Church Terrace, 
Bonner Road, Victoria Park, London, E. 



The following publications illustrative of the above work, 
may be had on application, personally or by letter, to the 
Secretary, Children's Home, Bonner Road, Victoria Park, E. 

THREE PAPERS 

CONCERNING THESE LITTLE ONES, 

Price one penny each, the three post free for ^d. 



TWO STORIES FROM THE CHILDREN'S HOME, 

WITH TWO PHOTOGRAPHS, 
-ated to everybody who has a heart. New Edition, 
enlarged, price 6d. 



PIONEER EXPERIENCES 

IN THE HOLY LIFE. 



INTRODUCTION. 

**PiONEER Experiences" will consist of personal 
testimonies by eminent Christians of Europe and 
America, respecting the attainment and enjoyment 
of the " Higher Christian Life." It will include 
statements by members of all Evangelical Churches. 
It will not insist, rigidly, on peculiar forms 
of expression, but will exhibit the various 
aspects in which the truth presents itself to devout 
minds in different communities. Accompanying 
each " Experience " will be a chapter, explaining 
some phase of this great topic. And interspersed 
through the work will be selected poems, sym- 
pathetic in tone with the chapter to which they may 
be attached. The deepened interest in this subject 
now taken by Christians in England and America, 
encourages the belief that such a book of devotional 
reading will be highly prized and extensively use- 



ful. The Editor seeks no literary reputation in 
this undertaking. He will never obtrude his 
own words, when those of wiser and better men 
can be obtained. Only for the glory of the All- 
sufficient Saviour is this work undertaken, and for 
His service the fullest and best words will be 
selected, from any and every source. And when 
abbreviating the chapters, in order to bring them 
within the compass of this work, conscientious 
pains will be taken not to alter by a hair's breadth 
the meaning of the author's unabridged passages. 

To God the Holy Spirit, by whose inspiration 
alone the heart can be cleansed, so that we may 
worthily magnify His Holy Name, this effort to 
promote His glory is now commended. 

T. BOWMAN STEPHENSON. 

The Children's Home, Oct. 2gthy 1872. 



THE SUM OF THE TESTIMONY. 

BY BISHOP JANES, OF NEW YORK. 

The book of which this is the first sheet will not 
be a denominational work. It does not profess to 
use the nomenclature, or employ the theological 
terms of any one branch of the Church exclusively. 
The Catholic Christian reader will be delighted 
to see how deeply experienced believers agree in 
all that really pertains to salvation. All these 
witnesses testify in effect, that repenting of their 
sins, they were justified by faith in Christ ; that 
they lived in the enjoyment of this blessing for a 
longer or shorter period ; that during this time they 
found delight in the service and worship of God ; 
that possessing the spirit of adoption, they knew 
that they were "Heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ ;" that they often ** rejoiced in hope 
of the glory of God ;" that subsequently to their 
having passed from death unto life, and whilst re- 
taining their gracious state, they were at times 
painfully conscious of the remains of the carnal 
mind within them. They often grieved that they 
did not love God with all the heart, and with all 
the soul, and with all the mind, and with all the 
strength, which is the first commandment. At the 



same time they felt the utmost abhorrence of sin, 
and frequently unutterable yearning for purity. 
They ** hungered and thirsted after righteous- 
ness. The time came when under this strong, 
painful, but **sweet constraint," they determined, 
then, to seek a more satisfactory religious state - 
Enlightened by the word and Spirit of God, they 
perceived that **the Blood of Christ cleanseth from 
all sin :" that it was the will of God they should 
be holy, because He is holy. "Counting all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus their Lord ;" "praying in the spirit," 
"Create in me a clean heart, O ! God, and renew 
a right spirit within me ;" "the sactification of 
the spirit" was vouchsafed to them, and they were 
"filled with all the fulness of God." 

This I believe to be a just epitome of the expe- 
rience described in these narratives. It will be 
useful to the reader to observe how these seekers 
of entire sanctification derived assistance from the 
promises of Holy Scripture. In most cases some 
particular promise was the basis of the faith which 
"realized the blessing. I confess that when reading 
these experiences, I saw, as I had never before 
seen, the import of this Scripture, "Whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises, that by these ye might be partakers of the 
Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust." 

It will also be edifying to notice the distinct 



honour which many of the witnesses render to the. 
Holy Ghost. No person can obtain entire sancti- 
fication without being conscious of his obHgations 
to the Holy Ghost. I understand such persons 
when in describing their experience, they refer only' 
to Christ, to speak of Him as our "Great High. 
Priest," by whose atonement and intercession we 
receive the Holy Spirit, who transforms us, ** by 
the renewing of our minds, that we may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God." 
Still the usefulness of these testimonies will be 
greatly enhanced by the distinctness with which 
they state the operations of the Holy Spirit in their 
sanctihcation. An Episcopalian, referring to the 
passage especially blessed to him, when seeking 
entire sanctification, says, "Through these words, 
familiar indeed, but never before so illumined by 
the Holy Spirit, a bright light entered my soul." 
Likewise a Presbyterian, "The words seemed to be 
at once revealed and applied by the blessed Spirit, 
as the full and fervent utterance of my own soul." 
Also a Dutch Reformed witness, "O ! how near 
was the Lord Jesus to my soul, cleansed by His 
precious blood and Spirit." A Baptist, after 
stating that the Holy Spirit came upon him "in 
mighty power," and describing His wonderful 
operations, says, "I could hardly bear to hear any- 
thing spoken, but the name or praise of the Third 
Person of the adorable Trinity." A Methodist uses 
the following language, "Entire sanctification now 



appears in my mind, a distinct work of ^e Holy 
Spirit.*' A Congregationalist expresses him- 
self thus : '' I do not consider consecration ajid 
sanctification the same thing. Consecration is the 
incipient, the pre-requisite act. It is the laying 
ourselves upon the altar ; but it is not until God 
has accepted the sacrifice, and wrought upon us by 
the consuming and restoring work of the Holy 
Spirit, that we can be said to be sanctified. It is 
true the one may immediately and almost instan- 
taneously follow the other; and this will be the 
case when faith in God is perfect.'' Amen. Never 
did uninspired man state the point more scripturally, 
or with more clearness and force. 

We also ask the attention of the reader to the 
concurrence of the witnesses, that entire sanctifica- 
tion is " by faith," and to Wesley's sequence, "If 
by faith, it may be now." 

The conjoint testimony of all these persons goes 
to establish these several facts in Christian experi- 
ence: I St. That conversion, by which term we 
mean justification, regeneration and adoption, is 
not only a change of our legal relation before the 
law of God from one of condemnation to one of 
merciful acceptance, but also a radical and 
conscious change of our moral nature. 

2nd. Not denying the possibility of entire sanc- 
tification at the time of conversion {i.e. when justified 
and regenerated), yet that certainly is not uniform- 
ly or ordinarily the case, because all these persons. 



^while retaining the "Witness of the Spirit," to 
their adoption, were painfully conscious of remain- 
ing evil in their hearts. Subjugated, but stirring 
and troublesome passion, tempers and desires, 
interupted their peace and joy, weakening their 
**might in the inner man," and hindering their 
love to God. 

3rd. The possibility of our being sanctified 
wholly, soul, body and spirit, and preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4th. Conceding that this work may in some 
cases be a gradual one, yet they attest it may be 
an instantaneous one. The place, the circumstan- 
ces, the moment of their sanctification, are just as 
distinct in their knowledge and remembrance as 
any event in their past history, or any part of their 
past consciousness.'^ 

5th. That being cleansed from all sin, and en- 
dued with power from on high, the greatest hind- 
rances to progress in the divine life were removed. 
Much faster and more steadily could they now 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

6th. That this full salvation promoted their 
fruition of divine things. It imparted to them the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, unspeakable and full of 
glory. 

* Yet this is not an universal experience amongst those who 
enjoy perfect love. — Ed. 
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7th. The blessing greatly increased their spiritual 
power : the power to resist temptation, to trust 
in Christ, to love God, to pray, and for every good 
word and work. 

8th. That, though this grace greatly increased 
their steadfastness in Christ, it did not render them 
impeccable. They were still probationers, and 
under the necessity of watching unto prayer. 

gth. That while entire sanctification makes us 
perfect Christians, it does notjnake us perfect men. 
Our bodies have been greatly impaiied by the fall. 
We are encompassed with infirmities. Our know- 
ledge is imperfect; our judgment fallible. We 
shall need the reconstruction of the resurrection 
to make us perfect men. But thank God His 
grace can make us perfect Christians here, and 
now. 

On all these points these witnesses testify, 
explicitly, positively, and from personal knowledge. 
Certainly they are credible witnesses. They are 
or were all in good standing in their respective 
Churches. They are not a company of enthusiasts, 
irresponsible and unworthy of credence. No man 
will read the book, who, if he were a juror, would 
hesitate to act upon the testimony of any tvvo of 
them, on any question upon which they claimed 
to have personal knowledge. How then can any 
one doubt this ** cloud of witnesses ?" 



MY OWN EXPERIENCE. ; 

BY REV. A. B. EARLE. 

[_A Baptist Evangelist, who has been remarkably, 
successful in leading sinners to Christ. '\ 

About ten years ago, I began to feel an inexpres- 
sible hungering and longing for the fulness of 
Christ's love. I had often had seasonsof great joy. 
and peace in Christ, and in His service. I had seen 
many precious souls brought into the fold of Christ. 
I fully bdieve I then belonged to Christ — that my 
name was in His family record. 

I loved the work of the ministry, but had long 
felt an inward unrest, a void in my soul that was 
not filled. Seasons of great joy would be followed 
by seasons of darkness and doubt. If I had peace, 
I feared it would not continue, and it did not. 

In this state I was exposed to severe temptations 
and attacks of the enemy. I made strong and 
repeated resolutions that I would be faithful, but 
could not keep them. Then I sought and found 
forgiveness again, and was happy, and said, "O, 
that I could always enjoy such peace !" But it was. 
soon disturbed by some word, or act, or heart- 
wandering. 

Thus I lived on for many years : now happy in 
my Christian experience, and now unhappy ; some- 
times doubting and fearing, and sometimes resting.. 
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God gave me success in winning souls, and granted 
me much sweet communion with my Saviour, for 

which I am truly grateful; still I was unsatisfied 

I wanted an uninterrupted rest and peace. 

I often read those precious words, uttered by our 
Saviour, "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you." I longed and prayed to be there, but 
knew not the way. O, that some one had then 
taught me the way of rest in Jesus ! 

I frequently met Christians who claimed **sinless 
perfection* ;" many of them were, indeed^ a better 
type of Christians than ordinary professors ; but 
they did not seem perfect to me. The rest in 
Jesus, for which I longed, was still unfound. 

At last I felt that the question for me was this : 
can an imperfect Christian sweetly and constantly 
rest in a perfect Saviour, without condemnation ? 

This I revolved in my mind for a long time. I 
read, as far as I could, the experiences of those who 
seemed to live nearest to Christ. I searched the 
Scriptures for light, and asked such as I believed 
had power with God, to pray with and for me, that 
I might be led aright on this great question. At 
length I became satisfied that Christ had made pro- 
vision for me and all His children to abide in the 
iulness of his love without one moment's in- 
terruption. 

Having settled this, I said : — I need this; I long 

* An unscnptural and most ill-advised phrase. — Ed. 
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for it ; I cannot truly represent religion without 
its help, and Christ is dishonoured by me every day 
^without it. I therefore deliberately resolved, by 
the help of my Redeemer, to obtain it at any 
sacrifice, little realizing how unlike Christ I then 
"was, or how much would be needed to bring me there. 

I first procured a blank book, which I called my 
* 'Consecration Book," and slowly and solemnly, on 
my knees, wrote in it the following dedication : — 

"An DOVER, February lo, 1859. 

**This day I make a new consecration of my all 
to Christ. 

**Jesus, I now and forever give myself to thee; 
my soul to be washed in thy blood and saved in 
heaven at last ; my whole body to be used for thy 
glory ; my mouth to speak for thee at all times ; my 
eyes to weep over lost sinners, or to be used for any 
purpose for thy glory ; my feet to carry me where 
thou shalt wish me to go ; my heart to be burdened 
for souls, or used for thee an3rwhere ; my intellect 
to be employed at all times for thy cause and 
glory. I give to thee my wife, my children, my 
property, all I have, and all that ever shall be mine. 
I will obey thee in every known duty. A. B. E." 

I then asked for grace to enable me to carry out 
that vow, and that I might take nothing from the 
altar. I supposed, with this consecration, entire as 
far as knowledge went, I should soon receive all 
that my longing heart could contain ; but in this I 
was sadly mistaken. 
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I think I then came nearer to Christ. But aa 
clearer light began to shine into my heart, I saw 
more of its vileness. 

I find in my journal the following: — 

"Boston, December 22, 1859. 
**The last three weeks have been weeks of great 
searching of heart. I never had my heart so 
searched before. I detect pride, envy, self-will, 
a great deal of unbelief, my love to the Saviour to 
be very weak. Yet I have consecrated all to Christy 
and cannot withdraw it from the altar. O, can a 
worm so vile be like Christ ? I know it is possible ; 
and if I am ever to be like Him, why not now, while 
I am where I can do good in leading others to 
Him ?" 

I felt like a patient who, though in the hands of 
a skilful physician, groans and writhes under the 
severe treatment which has been found necessary in 
order to save his life. But my constant prayer 
was, **Be thorough with me, Jesus ; be thorough.'* 
Many a discouraging day followed this consecration 
and these heart-searchings. I grew weak, and 
small, and unworthy, in my own estimation. 

At times my joy and peace were almost un- 
bounded. Sometimes I felt that I grasped the 
prize so earnestly sought, but was shown some hid- 
den sin in my heart which greatly humbled and 
distressed me. 

One sin that troubled me most, and was the hard- 
est to overcome, was a strong will, — a desire, and 
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almost a determination, to have my own way; — 
and thus — even in regard to little things, or any 
little injury or supposed wrong — to speak without 
reflection, and sometimes severely, even to those I 
knew were my friends ; to say, "I will do this," 
And **I will not do that." 

This I clearly saw must be overcome, if I would 
become a consistent and useful Christian. As I 
could not do it myself, I gave it over to Jesus : He 
could give me grace to overcome even this. But I 
found I gave nothing into the hands of Jesus, ex- 
cept by a simple faith. My faith was very deficient 
and weak : to believe the promises fully was not 
so easy. I believed the theory of religion, but to 
have my heart grasp the reality, without wavering, 
was more difficult. Yet I found my faith growing 
stronger, until at last I came to believe just what 
God has said in His word. I found first the blade 
of faith, then the ear, and then the full corn in the 
ear. No rest could be obtained until I could be- 
lieve just what God had said, and trust Him fully. 
I felt that I must have in my heart something I 
did not then possess. Before I could be filled with 
the fulness of Christ's love I must be emptied of 
self. O, the longing of my heart for what I then 
believed, and now believe, to be sweet and constant 
rest in Jesus ! I believed I should receive it, and 
thought it was near. 

I soon found it easier to resist temptation. I 
began to trust Christ and His promises more fully. 



With this mingling of faith, desire, and expecta- 
tion, I commenced a meeting on Cape Cod. After 
re-dedicating myself, in company with others, anew^ 
to God, I was in my room alone, pleading for the 
fulness of Christ's love, when all at once a sweet, 
heavenly peace filled all the vacuum of my soul, 
leaving no longing, no unrest, no dissatisfied feel- 
ing in my bosom. I felt, I knew that I was ac- 
cepted fully of Jesus. A calm, simple, child-like 
trust took possession of my whole being. I felt 
that if I had a thousand hearts and lives, I would 
give them all to the Saviour ; my grateful love to 
Him found expression in those glowing lines, — 

**0, for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer's praise ; 
The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of His grace I'* 

Then, for the first time in my life, I had that rest 
which is more than peace. I had felt peace before, 
but feared I should not retain it ; now I had peace 
without fear, which really became rest. 

That night I retired to sleep without one fear, — 
much like a tired babe resting in its mother's arms. 
I believed Jesus had received me, and would keep 
me. I had no fear of losing that happy state ; the 
fear which had so disturbed my rest was taken 
away. I seemed in a new world ; my burden was 
gone, my cup was full, and Jesus was present with 
me. I felt not only that I was forgiven and 
cleansed, but that Jesus would hereafter keep me ; 
that I shbuld not have to help Him keep me, as I 
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Had been vainly trying to do, but could trust it all 
to Him ; that now I had two hands instead of one 
to work with. I was a Christian before. I loved 
Christ, and His people, and His cause ; yet did not, 
could not, trust myself without fear in His hands. 
Sut now I seemed all at once to lose a great burden 
of care and anxiety. 

I found that much of my care had been not only 
useless, but a hindrance to my success, rendering 
my work in Christ's cause much harder and less 
pleasant to myself. I had not learned to lay my burden 
on Jesus while toiling in His vineyard, which would 
have rendered my work comparatively light and 
easy. 

The Bible seemed like a new book. I had, as it 
were, read with a veil before my eyes. All through 
the week I laboured on without fear of losing the 
long-sought, and now so highly-prized, blessing. 
I believed, in the hour of temptation, Christ 
would keep me, and I should not lose that happy 
state. 

This change occurred about five o'clock on the 
evening of the second day of November, 1863 ; and 
although I never felt so weak and small, yet Jesus 
has been my all since then. There has not been 
one hour of conscious doubt or darkness since 
that time. A heaven of peace and rest fills my 
soul. Day and night the Saviour seems by me. 
Preaching is a luxury, — it is a glorious work. 
In prayer Christ does not seem far away, but 
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iiear and with me. The Bible still appears like a 
new book. All Christians are dearer to me tHan 
ever before. All earthly ties are more precious 
to me ; — ^home, friends, all blessings, temporal • or 
spiritual, are dearer and brighter than ever before. 
That terrible fear and torment about death is in a 
great measure gone. Thought is quickened-. My 
views of truth are much clearer than before. I 
have come to believe just what God says. I can 
trust Him, and go forward, even "with sealed 
orders." • 

My success in leading souls to Jesus has been 
much greater than before. My joy in telling the 
world of Christ and His goodness constantly in- 
<:reases. 

Temptation is presented, but the power of it is 
broken. I seem to have a present Saviour in every 
time of need; so that for several years I have 
done the trusting and Jesus the keeping ; it is 
much easier now to resist temptation than it was 
before. 

I feared the crosses would be much heavier if I was 
nearer Jesus ; but they are much lighter now ; so 
that I can sum it all up in a few words, and call it, 
not perfection*, not a sinless state, but rest^ — the 
rest of faith, — a calm, sweet resting all with 
Christ. This state of heart is reached only by faith, 
and retained oiily by faith — not by helping Christ 
to take care of us, but by trusting him to do it all. 

* Why not ? see Phillipians 3. 15. — Ed. 
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prevail; and they will find all their corruptions 
re-enter. 

Now as the first of these observations lays a 
deep foundation for Humility, so do the two follow- 
ing for Watchfulness ; for as he has great reason 
to be humble, who is every day coming short of 
the glory of God, even of His glorious likeness and 
perfect will ; so has he great need to watch con- 
tinually, who is not only surrounded with enemies 
from without, but has an animal nature within ; 
whose appetites and passions have been, and^ 
when not restrained by grace, will ever be sources, 
of much sin and misery in the world. 

Granting, secondly, as we certainly niust, that 
the Lord hath promised to circumcise our heart, 
so that we shall love Him with all our heart : ought- 
not those who experience it, to be continually 
taught, that no bounds can be set to the love of 
God ; but that those who love Him with all their 
heart, may have their vessel still enlarged, so as to 
contain more love ; and that those who love Him 
perfectly, may love Him more still ? Thus will the 
flame of holy desire be kept alive in their soul ; 
and, notwithstanding all they have received, they 
will still be able to say, 

** A point my good, a drop my store, 
Eager I ask, and pant for more/' 

Again, thirdly. Granting it is the will of God 
that we should be perfect Christians, having in ua 
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STAYED ON GOD. 

by rev. alfred cookman. 

** Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whos* 
MIND IS STAYED ON Thee." What IS implied in 
staying the mind on God ? This exercise in our 
view involves two things : 

First, A CONSTANT remembrance of God. 

" I have set the Lord always before me," said 
the Psalmist. " Because he is at my right hand I 
shall not be moved." During every succeeding 
hour he would be reminded not only of the Divine 
existence, but of the infinite attributes and per- 
fections of Jehovah; His wisdom, power, holiness, 
faithfulness, truthfulness and love. So we shall 
do well to cultivate a recollection of the Divine 
presence. 

We say cultivate^ for the mind, by reason of its 
natural bias, is constantly turning to other and 
unworthier objects. Can we not as believers trace 
most of our spiritual losses to carelessness or ne- 
glect in this particular? Like the thoughtless 
child we become absorbed in surrounding attrac- 
tions, and, letting go our Father's hand, turning 
away from our Father's presence, are almost im- 
mediately seized, and terribly wounded by the rav- 
ening wolves of hell. 
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If we will accustom ourselves to remember — 
mark, remember — God; remember his omnipres- 
ence, his omniscience^ and infinite holiness; re- 
member these during every hour, and frequently in 
the hour; if we will carefully ^tf«ca^^ our remembrance 
of God, then we shall be more watchful in spirit, 
more circums'pect in deportment, more blameless 
and successful in our Christian life. More than this, 
however, is requisite. In staying the mind upon 
God we must also 

Repose a childlike confidence in God. This 
is implied in the expression, "whose mind is 
stayed on Thee,'* that is, whose mind stays on 
Thee, rests on Thee, reposes in Thee. Besides 
constant mindfulness of God, there must be un- 
wavering trust in God. Some one has suggested 
in connexion with this passage, the figure of an 
anchor, which, thrown out from the ship, grapples 
with the firm rock. The winds may howl, the 
wav^s may dash, the tempests may fearfully rage, 
wrecks may go drifting by, still all is comparative 
calmness and confidence in that vessel ! Why ? 
Because her anchor holds in the rock ! 

So the believer, exposed to storms in life's 
eventful voyage, casts out the anchor of his trust. 
It enters into Christ the cleft Rock. It grapples 
his atoning merit. So that in sunshine and storm, 
always and everywhere, he vindicates the truthful- 
ness of this Scripture : " Thou wilt keep him in 
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perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, be- 
cause he trustethin Thee." Observe, thiidly, this 
trust must not be an irregular, or unstable, but an 
obstinate and constant act of the soul. In the 
language of an apostle, we must ** live by faith," 
associating faith with every hour and action of 
our present existence. 

We suppose that just here we may discover the 
great difference in the experience and usefulness 
of professing Christians. 

One trusts in Christ, but it is an occasional 
trust, a trust in the closet, in the prayer meeting, 
in the class room, and under the preached word. 
But faith in the parlour, on the street, or at the 
place of business ; faith as the duty of the hour, 
and the necessity of the moment, this is ignored. 

The result of this spasmodic faith is an unequal 
and unsatisfactory experience, now advancing, then 
retrograding ; now in light, then in darkness ; and 
after the lapse of years unable to determine whCv* 
ther decided progress has been made in the Chris- 
tian course. 

Does not this description apply to the experience 
of some reading these pages ? Dear friends, be- 
hold I show unto you " a more excellent way." 

Stay your mind upon God. Let it rest there 
during every hour, and under every conceivable 
circumstance. When you rise in the morning 
after the slumbers of the night, let your first exer- 
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eise be, trust in God. As you go forth to the per- 
formance of your daily duties, trust in God. Amid 
the rush and roar of secular life, trust in God. In 
circumstances of trial, temptation and perplejcity, 
be reminded of your feebleness, and trust in God. 
Returning home in the evening, trust in God. 
Before committing yourself to the oblivion of sleep, 
trust in God. Stay your thoughts, your imagina- 
tion, your desires, your affections, your entire being 
on God. Do this intelligently,' implicitly, and con- 
tinuously. 

We must not fail to remark in this connexion 
that thQ exercise or duty suggested is a purely 
gracious exercise, that is, it is the exercise of a 
soul under the influence of grace. For can the 
merely natural man stay his mind on God ? Is 
not his mind at enmity with God? Are not 
thoughts of the omniscience, omnipresence, omni. 
potence, and infinite holiness of God, in connexion 
with his confessed sinfulness, most torturing to his 
soul ? Can he then regard, with affection and 
confidence, a being whom he consciously disobeys, 
grieves, fears, and shuns ? 

It is evident, therefore, that there must be some 
supernatural and spiritual change to superinduce 
this exercise of continuous trust in God. 

That change we entitle sanctification. It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, God in the heart, destroy- 
ing our natural enmity, turning back our nature's 
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rapid tide, causing our thoughts, affections, and 
propensions to flow out after God ; restoring spirit- 
ual harmony between the heart and heaven ; im- 
pressing the Divine image on the soul ; filling us 
with the spirit of loving children ; inclining us to 
do and suffer the Divine will ; strengthening us 
with all might in our inner man ; in a word, it is 
the soul full of the Divine Spirit, the third person 
of the Trinity, turning the mind toward Christ, the 
second person of the Trinity, and in an exercise of 
faith, or trust, staying itself upon God. 

Thus sanctified and spirihialisedy the mind as 
instinctively turns toward God, as the magnetised 
needle turns toward the pole. See that needle. 
Observe with what unswerving fidelity it poises 
itself and points in the direction of the pole. You 
may turn it away for a while — move it in this di- 
rection or that, but as soon as you release it, it 
goes trembling back, clearly illustrating its 
thoroughly magnetised condition. 

So with a heart sanctified by grace, permeated 
by Divinity, it stays upon God. You may turn it 
away for a while to the contemplation of this in- 
terest or that concern, but like the needle it comes 
back, it instantly inclines to Christ as the great 
centre, the absorbing attraction of the soul. To 

stay the mind on God, then, implies in the first 
place : 

A CAREFUL REMEMBRANCE OF GOD : " I have 

set the Lord always before me." Secondly, 
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An implicit and continuous trust in God : A 
life of faith. And all this, as we have attempted 
to show, can only be performed by one whose heart 
is the home of the sanctifying Spirit. 

Perfect Peace ! O, my precious brother, ponder 
these two words, and then say, do they not enkin- 
dle the desire of thy immortal nature ? Ferdinando 
De Soto traversed the southern section of our 
newly discovered country, travelling many a weary 
mile in quest of the fabled fountain of youth. 
Have you not with equal assiduity been seeking 
for perfect peace ? Seeking it perhaps in wealth, 
in books, in society, in fashionable life, in the pro- 
fession of religion and connexion with the church 
in a partial and desultory effort in Christian life ? 
Have you found it? Nay! Like a phantom it 
has constantly been retreating before you, and still 
you are a disappointed being. 

O, my Christian friend, come, let me lead you 
to this long looked-for fountain; let me conduct 
you into the presence of the great God. In Him, 
and in Him alone, is perfect peace. We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have felt. 
Will you not receive our witness ? O taste and 
see that the Lord is good ! 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him ! 
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TESTIMONY, 

BY REV. ISAAC M. SEE. 

{Minister in the Dutch Refortned Church. Author of a Work calUd 

"The Rest of Faith:') 

My whole being exclaims, " Come and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul." 

I had longed for a deeper knowledge of personal 
holiness. I had often read, and often preached, 
upon the necessity of holiness, and had even made 
statements, in my sermons, on the manner of its 
attainment, that very closely agree with statements 
I would now make. But the thought of taking 
my Lord Jesus as a present Saviour from sin was 
not as now received. I took him for my Saviour, 
and supposed that I must wait until death for dis- 
enthralment from a bondage which for years had 
compelled me to cry out, ** O, wretched man that I 
am!" 

From that bondage I have been for some months 
free. A tract called " The Living Christ " was 
placed before me. With a dear brother, I read it. 
During the reading of it, with full hearts, we both 
knelt together, and made a renewed consecration 
to God. On my part, and I believe on his, this 
was entirely unreserved. ;I was at that time in 
the use of tobacco, the grand argument for which 
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was the condition of my throat. A few days* con- 
sideration convinced me that however strong the 
health-view of tobacco might be, after all, it was, 
to me, only an idol. I accordingly renounced it, and 
have proved the vanity of its use as a remedy in 
my own case. 

On Tuesday, September 26th, 1865, I attended 
a meeting for the promotion of holiness, and there 
made public my consecration to Christ in every 
particular ; an act for which I have been glad and 
thankful to my God ever since. I then took Jesus 
indeed to be the living Christ within me, to do a 
work in my soul which I had long tried to do my- 
self. He very soon drove the established traders 
out of His temple. Sins and besetments that had 
tried and troubled me for years were gone, and 
my faith beheld him . conqueror within me and for 
me. Oh, how near was the Lord Jesus to my soul, 
cleansed by his precious blood and Spirit ! I could 
not describe the joy, the peculiar peace, the full 
satisfaction, flowing from the presence of Jesus 
with me. I could say, ** Lord, now I know that 
there is positively not one thing withheld from 
thee. Take me where thou wilt ; make me what 
thou wilt ; xio with me as thou wilt, — only give me 
thyself continually." 

Since that time, I have enjoyed great liberty, 
and have found the liberty of sanctification by 
faith to be vastly different from my previous views 
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of its nature. The word of God has been more 
intensely precious than evef. I have feasted on 
it, and grown greatly in the knowledge of it. 

It may be asked, whether I had not, years before, 
made a consecration of myself to God. The 
answer is, that I did, in general : but in particular, 
in full ; to have no preference of my own before 
God, and no desire but his will ; to boast in the 
cross, being crucified to the world, as I now under- 
stand it, — r never made such a consecration before. 

One of the most noticeable features of the 
blessing thus received is deliverance from a certain 
bondage in regard to position. What other breth- 
ren thought and would say concerning any act or 
acts, has often been a .question with me ; and I 
was early warned that the rumour of my profession 
of the blessing of sanctification by faith, or 
entire sanctification, would injure my ministerial 
reputation. The answer is, if God has given me 
an especial blessing, which can be defined by its 
power in my heart and life ; if it releases me into 
a wonderful liberty from sins and besetments of 
years, — I am certainly called upon to give to every 
one that asketh me the reason of the hope that is 
in me. 

Further, if the experience of grace received agree 
with the experience of any others than those of my 
own communion, I am not to deny it, nor any 
name by which it is called, if that name be ag^ee* 
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able to the words of the Holy Spirit. Nor will I. 

Sweeter than all the joys of earth is communion 

with all who have like precious faith. Let it, then, 

be published, that I do take into my soul the living 

Christ to be my sanctifying and satisfying portion. 

This life is indeed a living, moment by moment, 

on the Son of God ; and the moments spent in the 

conscious presence of such a Lord make heaven 

upon earth. 

" My all to Christ I've given, 
My talents, time, and voice, 
Myself, my reputation : 
The lone way is my choice. 

Oh ! Jesus, precious Jesus, 

My all-sufficient Friend; 
Come fold me to thy bosom, 

£*en to the journey's end. 

The cross for Christ I'll cherish, 

Its crucifixion bear. 
All hail reproach or sorrow. 

If Jesus leads me there." 

After more than two years have passed, it is my 
privilege to testify that Jesus "saves his people 
from their sins." I am of opinion that he does 
this for all his dear people according to their faith. 
They are called a " peculiar people." I find many 
who consider my principles peculiar. But they 
have been obtained at a very peculiar place. At 
the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, I 
found a wonderful change wrought. The difference 
between my present and former life, in this respect, 
is — that I now believe what the scriptures say 
of this fountain in full, and instead of visiting 
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the precious place occasionally with burdens, I 
now stay there, and with great delight feel that 
Jesus continually does a work in the soul which all 
the efforts of every man must signally fail to do. 
Jesus can do in a moment what long years of 
severest discipline only seems to make impossible. 
"And this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." 

It is, therefore, my firm belief, drawn from the 
word of God and a very precious experience, that 
the Christian h^s but ** one thing " to do, which 
excludes from his life everything repugnant to the 
gracious habit. That one thing is, " Looking 
UNTO Jesus." It most effectually kills looking to 
self, it kills every bad habit, for it puts the light of 
eternity upon it, and brings Himself near, before 
whom the contrite soul realizes that sin has no 
place, nor has anything a place which could be 
offensive to Him. I find also that as the soul 
looks unto Jesus it gets a strong desire, tendency, 
and habit, of distance from the world. Worldly 
company, and gains, and honors, of eveiy grade, 
fade into their naked nothingness. And so, the 
soul is full of rest. It needs no thoughts for the 
morrow, when. Jesus is its full and everlasting 
portion. The believer enters into rest, in Jesus 
Christ. In Him, "The Lord is my habitation 
whereunto I continually resort." He is my Peace, 
my abiding Shepherd, before whom I can never 
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want, and His "perfectlove casteth out fear.'* My 
soul exults with "joy unspeakable and full of 
glory," that my love is from His love, that the 
** love of God shed abroad in my heart by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto me " with other saints, 
is the reason, cause, and life of my love to Him 
and all His. He, blessed and precious Jesus, is a 
welcome guest to my delighted soul, and a mighty 
quickener of all my powers into constant, and 
zealous activity in His service. 

I do totally disclaim any merit of my own. His 
merit is all my plea, and must stand for all the 
infirmities of my natural constitution. I further 
do disclaim and denounce any power to save my- 
self from a single sin. But I do declare it as my 
full belief that Jesus Christ is my triumphant King 
to subdue within me everything which could oppose 
His holiness. And I declare that this is my belief 
concerning Jesus as ** made of God unto me sanc- 
tification ; " a personal, efficacious cleansing of the 
soul, whereby alone it is made a temple of the 
Holy Ghost. How can man make clean the 
temple of the Holy Ghost ? Therefore doth my 
soul, with fervour, commit my cleansing unto Him- 
self. *' Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto Him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen." 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY. 

By Mrs. Ann Gilbert, of Gwinear, Cornwall. 

One of the early Methodists. The credibility and high charac- 
ter of Mrs, Gilbert is certified by the Rev, Joseph Taylor, one 
of the most respected of the Methodist Preachers of that day. 

From my infancy, so far as I can recollect, I led 
what is called a moral and inoffensive life ; and 
was strictly educated in the doctrine and worship 
of the established Church. My parents watched 
over me with an affectionate concern ; and, chiefly 
on that acount, I was happily preserved from 
the grosser vanities and follies of the world. 

In the year 1760, the Lord by a gracious 
providence was pleased to establish the Methodist 
preaching in our parish ; the first time I attended, 
he sent his word to my heart. As I returned home, 
I prayed very earnestly that I might not lose these 
divine impressions through a worldly spirit, as I 
had lost others through childish vanities. 

My distresses were exceeding great for the space 
of six weeks ; for the Lord was showing me the 
vileness of my heart, and the multitude of my sins. 
It is true, I had not been what is called a five 
hundred-pence debtor ; but I saw I owed him more 
than fifty pence, and that he might justly consign 
me over to everlasting misery. Frequently, indeed, 
I was afraid to close my eyes at night, lest I should 
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awake in hell, to receive the reward of all my 
unrighteous deeds. 

About this time I had occasion to visit Tucking- 
Mill ; and while I was riding, endeavoured ^to 
exercise my mind with the Lord, by repeating "the 
humble suit of a dinner.*' 

'* Thou seest the Borrows of my heart, 
" My grief is known to thee," &c. 

All on a sudden I received such a manifestation of 
the power and presence of God, that I cried aloud, 
" Lord, if I should die this moment, I shall go 
to heaven." His anger was turned away, and he 
comforted me ; and his love was shed abroad in 
my heart by the Holy Spirit. 

[Mrs. Gilbert then relates how through in -confi- 
dence or carelessness she lost the sense of the divine 
favour, which after a season was restored to her.] 

After this, I was much more watchful, and filled 
with a holy fear of offending God. I was afraid 
lest I should again grieve his blessed Spirit, and 
cause him to withdraw his sacred comforts. 

It was now that I became extremely jealous of 
my own heart, and began to watch it, as my most 
inveterate enemy : many times I was distressed 
by the motions of anger and pride ; sins to which 
I had been peculiarly addicted from my infancy ; 
and which frequently occasioned me the loss of my 
comfort. This led me to cry mightily to the Lord, 
that he would destroy them ; or otherwise, I knew 
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that they would destroy my soul. The sin of my 
nature was truly a burden to me ; for I could not 
bear to find anything in my heart contrary t6 love. 
Meanwhile I began to grow in grace ; my faith 
and love increased ; and I had frequently very 
affecting views of the emptiness and vanky of the 
world : the cry of my soul was, that I might learn 
of Jesus to be meek and lowly in heart, arid alto- 
gether devoted to do and suffer his righteous will. 
After my mind had been exercised in this 
manner about a year, I went one evening to the 
class and while we were singing the first hymn, I 
found an uncommon hardness of heart, such as I 
had never found before. This induced me to cry 
mightily to the Lord, that he would soften and 
melt it into tenderness, by his dying love : in that 
same moment, the overwhelming power of God fell 
upon me, and his glory shone into my soul. I 
was brought into a blaze of light, and so filled 
with the divine presence, that for some moments, 
I scarce knew whether I was in the body, or out 
of the body. All within me was peace, and love, 
and filial reverence. It was 

** The sacred awe that dares not mcve, 
•* And all the silent heaven of love." 

The whole of this blessed night was spent in 

praising and glorifying God ; for I had neither 

wish nor inclination to sleep ; and in the morning 

while in prayer the Lord answered me, ** Thou art 
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iiofy«<— dum ait sanctified, — ^thou art cleansed from 
jsiflu** For a little while my happiness and peace 
were undisturbed ; but it was not long before Satan 
endeavoured to rob me of my confidence. He 
suggested that it was impossible for me to be 
saved from sin, especially from the sin of anger. 
I went immediately, and cast my soul before the 
Lord, and he answered '' My grace is sufficient for 
thee.*' My soul laid hold on the promise, and 
I went on my way rejoicing. My confidence in- 
creased in the belief of this farther work of grace 
which God had wrought in my soul, when I heard 
the great blessings of the new covenant opened by 
the preachers ; for I do not remember at the time 
I first experienced it, to have heard a single sermon 
upon the subject of christian perfection. 

It is now about twenty-five years since I found 
the abiding comforter. I do not know that I have 
lost the divine consolations for a single moment, 
all this time ; and although I have had abundance 
of temptations and sufferings, being deprived of 
many of my children by death, and exercised with 
various worldly trials and losses, yet in all these I 
have been so preserved, that the enemy has never 
been able to rob me of my confidence or comfort. 

Mrs. Gilbert fell asleep in Jesus, July i8th, 1790. 
Her last words were : " O the glory ! thejglory I the 
gloiy I" All who knew her intimately testified that 
she was uniformly devoted to God. 
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which we call memory. Memory has a notorious 
trick of dropping or smoothing over disagreeables. 
The days of our childhood, which had their rubs, 
and their tears, and their faults, like all other days, 
seem to us always beautiful and innocent in virtue 
of this trick of memory. The same law of the 
mind operates to throw round the saints a false 
and an imaginary lustre. We imagine that no 
man is or can be a saint who is mixed up in the 
daily intercourse of society, who is fighting hand to 
hand with us in the battle of life. Why not? 
What one sound reason can be assigned why there 
should not be now-a days men as zealous, as devo- 
ted, as simple-minded as the Apostles and saints of 
the primitive Church ? It might perhaps be imag- 
ined that Christianity, when it came as a fresh force 
into human nature, when it presented itself with all 
the interest of ajnew revelation, wrought moral won- 
ders which, since the mind of man has become 
familiar with its truths, it is powerless to work. But 
this is to suppose that Christianity depends for its 
success on the ordinary constitution of the human 
mind, and to overlook the fact that it employs in its 
service supernatural forces and agencies. " Is the 
Lord's arm shortened that it cannot save ? " Are 
men's hearts, in the nineteenth century, beyond the 
reach of His grace ? Is the moral paralysis of the 
Church in these latter days such, that even the 
Spirit cannot put life into the withered hand ? Has 



the Blood of the Lord Jesus lost its cleansing an^ 
sanctifying power ? Is it not rather true, as the 
Christian poet sings, that 

<* Fresh as when it first was shed 
Springs forth the Saviour's Blood ? " 

Or was the promise of grace limited to the first be- 
lievers, and not rather expressly extended ** to you 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off ^ 
(" afar off' in every sense of the words, in religious 
position, in space, in time), " even as many as the 
X»ord our God shall call ? " 

♦ * * » 

The greatest saints who ever lived, whether un- 
der the Old or New Dispensations, are on a level 
•which is quite within our reach. The same forces 
^f the spiritual world which were at their command, 
and the exertion of which made them such spiritual 
heroes, are open to us also. If we had the same 
faith, the same hope, the same love which they 
exhibited, we could achieve marvels as great as 
those which they achieved — not indeed the marvels 
which change the outward face of natuK, but those 
higher marvels, whose field is the heart and soul .of 
man. A word of prayer in our mouths would be as 
potent to' call down the gracious dews and the 
melting fires of God's Spirit, as it was in Elijah's 
mouth to call down literal r^in and fire, if we could 
^nly speak the word with that full assurance of 



faith wherewith he said it. Let tis no more say 
querulously, as an estcuseto our consciences for not 
prosecuting the high end to which we are called : — 
** God has put the great standards of holiness out of 
my reach/* It is not so. As if with the design 
pf meeting such an objection, He exhibits to us in 
His Word the occasional failures and feebleness of 
•His most illustrious servants, and gives us a glimpse 
of them, not only in the triumphs of Grace> but in 
the infirmities of Nature. Seen in plain truth, and 
not through the distorting medium of distance, they 
were " men of like passions with ourselves," though 
under the empire of principles which brought God 
into immediate relation with them, and thus lifted 
them above self and the world. Why should we 
not follow them, even as they followed God and 
Christ ? Plainly the reason is not to be sought in 
any disadvantages under which we labour, in com-^ 
parison of them. It is hot that holiness was origin- 
ally more congenial to their nature than to ours^ 
It Is not that privileges accorded to them are denied 
to us. It can be nothing but that laggardness of 
will, that indifference to high moral aims, that want 
of spiritual energy, that cheerful acquiescence in 
the popular standard of religion, which has caused 
many a soul, when " weighed in the balances," to 
he " found wanting," to be counted unworthy of 
the calling and the Kifigdom of God. 

From " The Pursuit of Holiness.^*' 
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TESTIMONY BY ALEXANDER MATHER. 



Alexander Mather, one of the mightiest of the earl^ 
Methodist preachers, wrote for the Arminian Magazine oi 
1780, ** An Account " of his life. In this he made scarcely 
^ny mention of his experience of perfect love; and John 
Wesley requested him to supply the omission. In ie«v 
sponse he wrote the following.] — Ed. 



Alexander Mather on " The Great Salvation*^ 



I ANSWER, I. With regard to the time and place, 
it was at Rotherham, in the year 1757, that I 
enjoyed it in a far larger degree than I ever did 
before, or do now. And although my situation 
the next year laid many hindrances in the way,' 
yet I both preached it plainly, and strongly en- 
couraged those that had before experienced it, and 
such as professed to receive it at that time, either 
at Sunderland or elsewhere. This I continued to 
4o in '59 and '60 : in which time many were made 
partakers of it in York, at and near Pocklingtbri^ 
in Hull, and various other places. It was the 
enjoyment of this which supported me in the 
trials I met with at Wednesbury, in the two follow^ 
ing jears; during which, many were added t6 
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the witnesses of it in Birmingham, Dudley, Darla*^ 
ston, Wolverhampton, and Wednesbury. It was- 
my own experience which emboldened me to as- 
sert it, even where it was opposed by our chieF 
ir^embers, partly because of the faults of some that 
professed it, but chiefly because of the natural 
enmity of their hearts to God. 

What I had experienced in my own soul, was 
an instantaneous deliverance from all those wrong: 
tempers and affections, which I had long and. 
sensibly groaned under ; an entire disengagement 
from every creature, with an entire devotedness to 
God : and from that moment, I found an unspeak- 
able pleasure in doing the will of God in all things^ 
I had also a power to do it, and the constant 
approbation both of my own conscience and or 
God. I had simplicity of heart, and a single eye* 
fo God, at all times and in all places, with such a 
fervent zeal for the glory of God and the good of 
souls, as swallowed up every other care and con- 
sideration. Above all, I had uninterrupted 
communion with God, whether sleeping or waking.- 
O that it were with me as when the candle of the 
Lord thus shone upon my head ! While I call it 
to mind, my soul begins to wing its way toward 
that immediate enjoyment of God. May it never 
he retarded, but press into the glorious liberty" 
which is equally free for all the sons of God. 

2. As to the manner wherein this work was: 



. ■ 55 

V^rotight — I. After I was clearly justified, I ,was 
soon made sensible of njy want of it. * For 
although I was able to be very circumspect, and 
had a continual power over outward and inward 
sin, yet I felt in me what I knew was contrary to 
the mind which was in Christ, and what hindered 
me from enjoying and glorifying Him, as I saw it 
was the privilege of a chil4 of God to do. And 
such I knew myself to. be, both from the fruit and 
the witness of His spirit ; which L felt in a strong 
degree, supporting me in conflicts of a very close 
and particular nature. 2. My conviction of the 
need of a further change, was abundantly increased 
by the searching preaching of Mr. Walsh, of blessed 
memory. This kept my conscience verj tender, 
even to a degree of scrupulosity ; and helped me 
to be much in private prayer, and kept me watch- 
ing thereunto. 3. When I saw my call to preach, 
the difficulties attending that office showed me more 
and more the need of such a change, that I might 
bear all things : and by searching the Scriptures, I 
saw the possibility of it more clearly, and was stirred 
up to seek it more earnestly. 4. When I began 
travelling, I had no end, aim, or design, but to 
spend and be spent for God : not counting my life, 
or anything dear, so I might finish my course with 
joy : which indeed I expected would be very short, 
as **I dealt my life at every bfow." I saw as 
clearly as I do now that nothing furthers that end 
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BO xii^cb as a heart and lif^ wholly devpted to 
God. 

This made me neglect the advantage I had in 
my youth of a tolerable acquaintance with Latin» 
which I could easily have recovered : but this and 
every other gain I counted but loss, that 1 might 
win that intimacy with God, which I still think tQ 
be the life of preaching. Therefore I husbanded 
all the time that I could save from company, eat- 
ing, or sleeping, to lay out in wrestling with God, 
for myself and the flock : so I devoted to God some 
part of every leisure hour, over and above the hour 
from eleven to twelve in the forenoon, and from 
four to five in the afternoon. Herein I was sweetly 
drawn after God, and had many and large views 
of that salvation which I wanted, and which He 
had provided in His Son. The exceeding great 
and precious promises werei clearly opened to me ^ 
and having a full assurance of the power and 
faithfulness of the promiser^ my soul often tasted 
of their sweetness. And though unbelief pre- 
vented my immediate possession, yet I had a 
blessed foretaste of them. This made me desire 
full enjoyment more and more. I abhorred v^hat* 
ever seemed to keep me from it. I sought out 
every obstruction. I was willing to offer up every 
Isaac, and, inflamed with great ardour in wrestling 
with God, determined not to let* Him go. till He 
emptied me of all sin and filled me with Himself, 
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Thi§ '\ Ipelieve He did|{ when I ventmipd uppi^ 

Jesus as .sufficient to save to the uttermost. He 
ivrpu{;bt in me what I cannot express, what-l 
jud^ei^fs impossible to utter. Yet I .wai^ no^ 
long;^^b9Ut reasoning: not concerning the workt 
of thi$ I was absolutely sur6: but whether such 
and i^ch things as I soon discovered in mysdf 
were consistent with it ? And this had its U8e» aa 
it qxialf^^ me to advise others, who, though 8ave4 
from 3iny were tried in the same way. 

Upon this head I consulted Mr. Walsh, a.nd hi^ 
advice helped me in some degree. But Go4 
helped me much more in private prayer : herein I 
was clearly satisfied — z. That deliverance from sixv 
does not imply deliverance from human infirmi* 
ties. a. That neither is it inconsistent with feeU 
ing our natural appetites, or with the regular gra-* 
tification of them ; and 3. That salvation from sin 
is not inconsistent with temptations of various 
kinds. And all this you have clearly and fully d^«^ 
dared in '* The Plain Account of Christian Perfec* 
tion." 

Upon tbe wholes I jfind abundant cause to praise^ 
God, for the support He has given me under various, 
trials, and the wonderful deliverance from them* 
I praise Him fox so preserving me from impatienc/^ 
in them, that the enemy Jiad no room to speak 
reproachfully. In all, He has given me free acces^ 
to the throne of grace ; often with a strong confi- 
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dtehce -of deliverance, I bless God that the trials: 
I' have met with, even from my brethren, have 
iiever given me an inclination to decline the work i 
hot for any time together, to be less active in any 
branch of it. I always considered I bad nothing 
which I had not received, and that the design of 
the Giver was, that all should be used with single- 
ness of heart, to please God and not man. I praise: 
Him, that though some of the affairs I have been 
engaged in, being quite new to me, so deeply em- 
ployed my thought, as sometimes to divert m& 
from that degree of communion with God in which. 
fa my onty- happiness, and without which my soul 
can never be at rest ; yet He g^ves me always to» 
see that the fulness of the promise is every Chris- 
tian's privilege ; and that this and every branch of 
salvation, is to be received now^ by Faith alone.- 
And it can only be retained by the same means,, 
by believing every moment. We cannot rest on 
an)^hing that has been done, or that may be done 
hereafter. This would keep us from living a life 
of faith, which I conceive to be no other, than the- 
now deriving virtue from Jesus, by which we enjojr 
and live to God. My soul is often on the stretchi 
for the full enjoyment of this, without interruption, 
nor can I discharge my conscience without urging- 
it upon all believers now to come unto Him, who %% 
able to save unto the uttermost ! 
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To this John Wesley appends the following^ 
note : — 

'*City Road, London, Jan. 5, 178a- 

*• I earnestly desire that all our Preachers would 
seriouisly consider the preceding Account. And 
let them not be content, never to speak against. 
ike Great Salvation, either in public or private ;. 
and never to discourage, either by word or deed^ 
any that think they have attained it. No: but- 
prudently encourage them to hold fast wkereunta- 
they have attained.. And strongly and explicitly 
exhort all believers to go on to perfection — ^yea, to* 
expect full salvation from sin every moment, by^ 
mere grace, through simple faith. 

"John Wesley."' 



TESTIMONY. 

Rev. F. Emerson Judd, A.M., Episcopalian. 



Having determined in every respect to be " cruci- 
fied with Christ," nothing of mine, which my long- 
suffering Saviour may use for the advancement of" 
His cause, shall, with my' knowledge, be withheld. 
Many providential circumstances having combined 
to strengthen a long resisted conviction, that this 
testimony ought to be given, nay, could not be 
kept back without grieving the Holy Spirit, I send 
it trusting that a story so humiliating to the sin— 
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11^1 will pot -fail to xnagnifjr th^ iparvellous grfce 
of the patient and loving Saviour. 

The fifte/snth verse of the eighjty-eighth Psalm, 
as it is translated in the Psalter of our Book of 
Common Prayer, has to me a deep significance; 
for I can truly say, " Even from my youth up, t^y 
terrors have I suffered with a troubled mind/' 
As far back as lean remember, death a.nd th^ 
judgment were much in my thpughts, bringing 
before rjyy childish iniagination vivid and frightful 
I>icture8« But my first realization, that any power 
coqld banish these terrprs, was by the death-be4 
of £^ deajc cousin, who departed in triumph^ testify-, 
ing to all around her of the power of Jesus to 
-save untp the uttermost, and uttering with her dy- 
ing breath St. Stephen's prayer, " Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit." I was then about seventeen 
years of age, and from that time, although having 
no clear knowledge of the right way, tried to be a 
Christian. It is true that I had but little faith, and 
none of those who cared for my temporal welfare 
manifested any concern for my soul. Still I felt 
that I must have some hope to drive away the 
terror of death, and so I said my prayers con- 
scientiously, went to church, and what I knew of 
the commandments, namely the letter, endeavoured 
to keep. 

This life continued until I had entered on my 
twenty-.second year, when ipy eyes were opene4f 



and I saw the precious Saviour; oh, how plainly f 
A Wesleyan Methodist minister, whom I knew by 
reputation to be most earnest and faithful in doing 
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his Master's work, came to the place where I re* 
sided,. for the purpose of doing what' he could to 
awaken an interest in heavenly things, among a 
large, careless and ungodly people. I asked him to- 
make my house his home. He did so, and con- 
sequently I attended his services as often as con- 
venient. An evening discourse, the particular 
subject of which I cannot now recal, induced a train 
of thought which constrained me, after the sermon 
was ended, and any member of the congregation 
was at liberty to speak, to rise and declare my 
determination to be no longer a merely nominal, 
but also a practical follower of Jesus. I had been 
striving to keep the law, but I had not learned of 
Jesus the way to do so acceptably. I then re- 
solved to become in truth an obedient pupil of «the 
Divine Teacher, and although there was not a 
thought of what is called " conversion," for I had 
little aquaintance with religious phraseology, I 
became conscious that a great change Ivas wrought 
within. A joy, hitherto quite unknown, filled my 
heart, and often during the night I found myself 
uttering words Of loving praise and thanksgiving 
unto my reconciled Father and His well-beloved 
Son — my God and my Saviour. 

I give this early experience thus fully, because I 
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-^ish to testify dearly regarding another subsequent 
-experience, which might otherwise be looked upon 
as my first experimental acquaintance with the 
.truth as it is in Jesus. 

Very soon after this great change in my inner 
life, I became impressed with the necessity, if I 
would retain my peace, of entering the Gospel 
ministry — in fact, believing with St. Paul, that 
*'woe is me if I preach not the Gospel." On 
Trinity Sunday, 1850, I was ordained, and went 
immediately to my appointed field of labour. For 
five years I wrought diligently, shrinking from no 
exertion, either physical or mental, which the Lord's 
'Work seemed to me to require; yet, though in 
many respects blessed, I realized vividly that my 
Jieart devotion fell far short of the Gospel require- 
ment. 

It was not till the fall of 1855 that I caught a 
-satisfactory view of the more "excellent way," and 
a very dear brother in the ministry, of our own 
denomination, was made instrumental by the Holy 
Spirit, in enabling me to secure an abundant en- 
trance into its " pleasantness ** and ** peace." 
After having for some months observed this 
brother's consistent, happy walk (as his home 
ivas but a mile distant from mine, and we 
frequently met), I spent, by invitation, several 
days in his family, in order to secure the rest, and 
Telease from care, needful to restore my impaired 



liealth. While with him, I watched closely his 
•habits and conversation, and became convinced 
"that his religion differed widely from mine — $0; 
widely, that I was ever tempted to question 
ivhether I had really been a Christian at all. As 
my visit drew near its close, I felt that I m.ust 
learn his secret, and one morning, as he sat by the 
fireside, the heavenly peace resting on his spirit 
^was so evident in his countenance, that I almost 
involuntarily placed my hand upon his shoulder, 
^nd said : 

" My brother, are you always happy ? I mean^ 
.-is your peace towards God never disturbed?** 
^fter a few moments thought, as if seeking to 
jnake sure of giving a right testimony, he replied : 

" I think I can say, my brother, that I am al- 
nvays happy in the Lord, always at peace towards 
<jod." 

" You must tell me how it is," I exclaimed, " for 
1 am not always happy; — sometimes I love to pray 
^nd do the Lord's work, and sometimes I do not. 
It is my desire to be altogether Christ's, for I have 
jio hope but in Him; and yet, though I have 
prayed and struggled, it seems to me with all the 
earnestness of which I am capable, I am oftea 
troubled, and sometimes even cold and careless—* 
now, you have something which I have not, and 
you must tell me what it is." He answered, 

'^ My brother, all I can say is, * Believe that y^ 
jreceive these things^ andye shall have them,* " 
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Through these words, familiar indeed, but never 
before so illumined by the Holy Spirit — a bright 
light entered my soul. " Yes,** I exclaimed, " I 
iaill believe, artd act as if 1 believed. All Change 
Is in me alone ; Jesus Christ is the sanie yester- 
day, to-day, and forever." Then these promises 
became living truths to my soul. " Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee," and, "They that wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength, they shall mount ui> 
with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint." ' 

In the comfort of that unwavering trust, my 
beloved Lord enabled me to walk, during the four 
succeeding years of great physical suffering, and 
many grievous trials. But nothing reached the 
fife ** hid with Christ in God,** and, in spite of all, 
the " perfect peace '* was kept unbroken. In the 
latter part of this period, it was my great privilege 
to enjoy intimate Christian communion with the 
aainted Bishop Hamline, and his heavenly-minded 
wife. How precious and profitable this privilege 
was, I have no words to express. 
'■ I have now thus given the leading facts of an 
Experience which the Holy Ghost may use for con- 
veying unto others, as well as the writer, a deep 
practical conviction of this too little regarded por- 
tion of the word 6f God. " With the heart man 
BelieVeth unto righteousness, and with the mauth^ 
confession is made unto SALVATtoN." 
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All need rest of soul. None need it more than 
Preachers and their wives. They are moral path- 
finders. They are, or should be, in the rush, 
excitement, and danger of pioneer work. Our 
hearts fail us when we look over the field, and see 
the number of ministers who die suddenly, or who 
sink into insanity or paralysis from overwork ; and 
worse, those who, under cerebral disease, not 
sufficiently developed to be regarded anything^ 
more than extreme nervousness, do all sorts of 
eccentric and even criminal things, — hurting 
Christ's cause more than years of faithful labour 
can repair; the world sneering, converts back- 
sliding, the Church stumbling, and the charitable 
moaning, ** His nervous system has given out ; we 
have long thought that he was hardly responsible.*' 

I believe it possible for Christians so to rest in 
God*s word, and in His love, that they will literally 
" cast all their care on Him who careth for them," 
that they may say truthfully, — 

*• I have no cares, O blessed Lord I 
For all my cares are Thine ; 
I live in triumph, Christ, for Thou 
Dost make Thy triumphs mine.'* 

That this rest of soul is possible, that it is attain- 
able while we are yet in the high tide of work and 
wear, is proved by the philosophy of God's dealings 
with His children, by the experience of eminent 
Christians, and from the Word. Philosophy, 
experience, and Scripture, these three are incon- 
trovertible. Let us examine them. 
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, First, the philosophic view of the case. A 
reasonable parent cannot require of a child more 
than he can do, or more than he knows to do» 
** As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him." If one purposes to 
^o God's will, the best he knows how, always, at 
any cost to his own plans or preferences, he puts 
himself in position to be helped by the good Father. 
The Word will tell him, ** This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent." If he 
wills to believe, as well as he knows to do, God will 
back the effort with divine power. As long as he 
can say, with no conscious reservation, " I do thus 
submit and trust," the responsibility of his salvation 
is upon the Lord. The cleansing of the soul from 
all sin, and the witness of the Spirit, must follow 
such a committing of the case to the sure Advocate* 
To doubt is to take it from Christ's hands, or 
distrust His ability to manage it, thus violating the 
primary conditions of complete salvation. 

So one may rest from care of his work. Nothing 
succeeds ultimately without God's blessing* 
Nothing fails with God behind it. The one thing 
to do is by volition and trust to put one's self, with 
all the powers of body, mind, and soul, in God's 
hand for use and investment ; just as one might 
put money in a banker's hands for increase. 
The Lord asks for just this service : so, of 
course, He accepts it, when it is honestly offered* 
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I say, ''God takes me for His work because 
He wants me, and asks for me, and I offer 
myself to Him as well as I know to do. He cannot 
misapply, or waste, or misuse my little strength." 
** Oh ! but men plot and plan. They want the place 
God means for me. They crowd me out or down, 
where the work is rougher and coarser." No, no r 
God is stronger than millions of men. All the 
men on earth, all the devils in hell, cannot 
contravene His will concerning me as long as He 
has me in hand. So I rest, perfectly and profoundly, 
knowing that 

" He always wins who sides with God : 
To him no chance is lost. 
God's will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphs at his cost." 

The possibility of this rest is proved from Christian 
experience. Paul says, " Godliness with content* 
ment is great gain." He professes to have learned 
in whatever state he was, therewith to be content. 
He knew how to be abased, and how to abound. 
He could work at his trade, with plain people, or 
preach upon Areopagus. He could wrestle with 
the Mediterranean tempest, clinging to a spar, or 
stand before kings and emperors. None of these 
things moved him. He says, in professing this 
high state of grace, " We that have believed da 
enter into rest." 
' We are apt to think of the apostles as super* 
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human. Let us take some one. nearer ourselves, 
Wesley said, '' I dare no more fret than to curse 
and swear." Think of it. With the spiritual care 
of thousands of ignorant, superstitious people, and 
scores of preachers, many of them uneducated and 
self-willed, running into this, that, and the other 
extravagance, with the thirst for letters that his 
literary efforts show, the hunger for home-love that 
must have been in that great heart, the exquisite* 
ness of fibre indicated by his poetry, — ^this man, 
often in pecuniary straits, posting about hither and 
thither, slandered, mobbed, his life in danger, no 
home, no children, worse than no wife, yet never 
fretting. Why, some of us cannot say as much, 
^hen we have only a few dozens of perverse 
mortals to look after, — a few scores of crooked 
sticks to work up into God*s temple, and with all 
sorts of financial, social, and domestic helps. 

But we may want to class Wesley with the 
specials, the semi-apo^tolic. Then take men of 
our own time. Mr. Earle, the Baptist evangel* 
ist, has been preaching forty years. He has 
preached about sixteen thousand sermons — over 
one a day. Since October, last year, he has 
travelled twelve thousand miles, and preached 
«even hundred sermons — ^more than two a day. 
Thousands upon thousands have been given him 
as seals of his ministry. When Dr. Steele sought 
to find the hidings of his power, he found that it 
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was the fulness of the Holy Spirit, enjoyed as ai» 
abiding blessing, styled by him, " Rest in Jesus/*" 

Dr. CulUs, a Bostbn Episcopalian, carries sk. 
heavy medical practice, the sole superintendence 
and control of a tract repository, a chapel for the 
poor, Consumptives' and Orphans' Homes, and a 
Deaconesses' House. He edits two monthly 
papers, besides writing and publishing many tracts 
and small books for gratuitous distribution. All 
this upon the George Miiller financial basis — faith 
in God for temporal supplies. He says, *^ I confess 
I don't know what anxiety or even the sense of 
care is. I have never lost ten minutes' sleep on 
account of our difficulties. I am responsible only 
for being faithful in my place ; and I leave to our 
loving heavenly Father to fulfil His own promises." 

But we find our crowning proof in God's Word.. 
From a multitude of texts, let us select one fron^ 
a prophet, one from an apostle, and one from the 
lips of the Lord Jesus himself. Isaiah said^ 
<<Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on' Thee, because he trusteth in Thee.'^ 
Paul wrote, '' Be careful for nothing, but in every-- 
thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanks*^ 
giving, let your requests be made known unta 
God; and the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minda 
through Jesus Christ.'' 

The Lord Christ said^ << Come unto me» all y» 
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you rest* Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls." In Christ we can 
rest from all care about the herieafter. ** We know 
whom we have believed, and that He is able to 
keep that which we have committed unto him," 
No one can pluck us out of His hand. As long as 
we submit and trust, the best we can, any doubt 
about the future would be doubt of His love or 
power. 

We may rest from all temporal care. He has 
taken pains to tell us that He cares for oxen, feeds 
the ravens, notices each sparrow, clothes the grass, 
and counts our hairs : will He not surely care fv)r 
us ? He will even attend to our culture of mind 
and spirit. He does not rest with having things 
merelyiive and grow. He makes them wondrously 
beautiful. He paints gorgeous sunsets that glow 
an hour, and fade out in darkness : will He not see 
to it that our souls grow in symmetry and beauty ? 

We may rest from care about our usefulness. A 
good general makes the most of his soldiers. A 
good master keeps his servants busy at what is 
most profitable to him. Our Father will make the 
very most possible of each of us, if He once 
gets us in hand; To doubt this is to doubt His 
wisddm, or his purpose to save the world. 

The rest that Jesus died to purchase for Hid 
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children is not a rest of inaction. This is one of 
the paradoxes with which our faith is crowded. 
Wl^hever work better than when we are perfectly 
at rest, because, having ceased from our own works, 
we understand that it is God that worketh in us to 
will and to do of His own good pleasure. As we 
are never so fully alive as when we are dead, and' 
our life hid with Christ in God, so we never do so 
resolutely and successfully as when we '' lay the 
deadly doing down," and let Jesus do it all. 

If God's grace is sufficient, if Christ's atonement 
is not a failure, a fearful price for a small salvation, 
if <'ali things are ours, and we Christ's, and Christ 
is God's," if we may really be complete in Him, 
then this rest of soul is not a fine fancy, not a' 
Utopian dream, but a glorious possibility. The 
mode of its attainment is given in its definition, ''the 
rest of faith." Faith is the medium of salvation. 
It is done to us *' according to our faith " as surely 
as to those who came to the Master when he was on 
earth in person. It is impossible to explain how this 
makes the sin that wearies and the cares that harry 
slip from us,, leaving us pure and peaceable, clean 
and at rest, our souls anchored to His infinite calm* 
ness. "j Without controversy, great is the mys- 
tery;" yet we accept it on the authority of the 
Word, and, testing it, we do find rest to our souls. 

The results of this rest are glorious. It helps' 
the physical life. There is nothing better for poor 
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digestion or weak nerves. We find this entry in 
Wesley's journal : "June 28f^L^(»ttered the eighty- 
third year of my age. I am a wonder to mysdCi 
It is now twelve years since I have felt any such 
sensation as weariness. I am never tired^ such 
is the goodness of God ! either with writings 
preachifigy or travelling." 

In this rest one is just, ready to enjoy. How 
few people enjoy religion 1 A lady asked her hus- 
band, "Now, do you really believe, after all, I enjoy 
religion ?'* " Why, no : I can't say I think you do. 
You are a Christian, but you let Satan worry you 
out of most of the enjoyment of the thing.*' How 
few know " the joy that is unutterable and full of 
glory I" How few " rejoice evermore, and in every 
thing give thanks I" All the. week in a financial 
struggle, all Sunday trying to arouse in themselves 
sufiicient religious emotion to make them feel sure 
that they will " finally outride the storms of life, 
and land their weary souls in heaven I" So little of 
the ring of perpetual triumph^ so little of being 
^* more than conqueror " in their utterances, and, 
saddest of all, so few souls rescued through their 
efforts from the bondage of hell ! 

This rest fits us to grow. If an acorn gets a 
start upward it will grow, even from under a stone. 
Take the stone off the little tree, let the blessed 
sunshine pour down into its heart, and how its 
coots will pump the moisture, and its leaflets draw 
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the children of God, and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ." 

4th. A state of mind, finally, in which the high 
devotional language of the Bible becomes the 
spontaneous language of the soul, more in atcord- 
ance with its constant and habitual current of 
feeling than any other. 

The common state of mind at present, in pro- 
fessors of religion, seems in most cases to be thus 
described. A strong current of inward feeling is 
constantly inclining them to the worid, and they 
come into a spiritual state of feeling only by hard 
efforts ; and if these are a moment relaxed, they 
are instantly borne down the stream. The state 
represented in the New Testament is one where 
the whole force of the current is turned the other 
way. As the bended bow springs when loosed from 
the string, so the soul in this state, though it may 
casually be diverted from its course, still springs 
back with a strong, elastic impulse towards God 
and heaven ! Seasons of high spirituality in most 
Christian lives, are exceptions^ long treasured and 
remembered; but, according to the New Testa- 
ment, a season of worldliness, should it occur, 
would form the exception^ ever remembered and 
deplored. 

Do any doubt whether such a state of feeling as 
has been indicated in this article, is at present 
attainable ? We will suggest a course, by which 
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• TESTIMONY. 

BY REV. LEWIS R. DUNN, METHODIST. 

In reviewing my past life, I discover no period 
in which I have not been the subject of deep 
religious impressions. My father died when I 
was not yet three years of age, and, consequently, 
my education and training devolved entirely upon 
my mother. She was a woman of deep piety — of 
much prayer, and faithfully did she discharge her 
duty to me. 

She was a member of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, and mildly but firmly insisted on my 
regular attendance upon the services of the Church 
and Sabbath School. Through the influence of 
my mother's brother, who had been converted and 
joined the Methodist Church, I was induced for some 
time to attend a Sabbath School of that Church* 
Here my religious impressions and convictions were 
deepened, and I often purposed to serve the Lord* 
It was not, however, until I had reached my fifteenth 
year that I sought and found Christ. My sense of 
pardon, through the witness of the Spirit, was so 
clear and satisfactory, that I never after had a doubt 
of my adoption with God. At the first opportunity 
I connected myself with the Methodist Church, and 
commenced working in the vineyard of the Lord» 
My early labours were crowned with success, and 
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I had the satisfaction of seeing one after another 
of my companions brought to Christ. 

With my conversion there came a call to the 
ministry, for which I at once began to prepare, 
not only by a diligent study of the word of God 
and of various branches of knowledge, but also by 
^oing out into the neighbourhoods round about 
the city where I dwelt, holding religious meetings, 
and urging sinners to come to Christ. 

At the age of nineteen I entered the ministry. 

Since that period I have been (with the exception 

of one year, when I was laid aside on account 

of failing helilth) actively engaged in the great 

work of the Gospel ministry. My- ministerial 

life has been full of labour, and not, thank God, 

^vithout success. I always contended for, and 

strove to enjoy vital godliness, and many, many 

reasons of refreshing did I realise. My delight was 

to labour in the service of G«d, and to see His cause 

and kingdom prosper. Hence I built and repaired, 

and remodelled a number of churches ; laboured 

hard in ordinary and extraordinary services; visited 

the people, as faithfully as I could, as a pastor ; and, 

I think, I can say truthfully, shunned no work which 

I thought would honour my Master. Yet, in all 

this, I fear there was very much of selfishness 

mingled, and almost a morbid sensitiveness to my 

reputation and ministerial position and standing. 

And too often I indulged in " foolish Ulking and 
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jesting," which I found to my mortification and 
sorrow, were not only " not convenient," but ex- 
ceedingly injurious to my religious character and 
ministerial usefulness. 

At a very early period of my religious experience, 
my mind was exercised, especially by the teachings 
and drawings of the Holy Spirit, on the subject of 
Christian holiness or perfect love. In fact, I dis* 
tinctly remember that only a few weeks after my 
conversion my heart was sweetly drawn towards 
this subject. But it at once was presented to my 
mind, there are Brother A. and Sister B., old 
members of the Church, and they do not profess 
to enjoy this blessing, and it would be preposterous 
for you to seek after it, or to try to enjoy it. This 
settled the question in my mind, and without seek^ 
ing holiness definitely, I aimed to " grow in grace,, 
and in the knowledge of bur Lord Jesus Christ." 
In my early ministry, again I was led to feel the 
need of the fulness of the blessing. But about 
this time the views of some of my intimate friends 
were pressed upon my attention. I thought that 
I had found in them a happy solution of all my 
difficulties, and, to my mind, the theory was truly 
beautiful. But, alas ! when I came to test it, not 
only by the word of God and our.Wesleyan theology, 
but also by my own experience, and the genera) 
experience of the Church of God (so far as I was 
acquainted with it), I found that it was utterly 
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t^ithout foundation, and that beautiful as it had 
appeared to me, my religious convictions of truth 
and duty would not allow me to entertain it. 

I was, then, on this question for a long period 
put at sea. Sometimes I doubted strongly whether 
.any one could attain to Christian holiness in this 
world. Then, I thought, that a few persons of a 
jefined spiritual nature, with pleasant surroundings 
and favouring influences might, perhaps, enjoy the 
blessing. And yet, again, I often thought that if 
^ver r attained to this state, it would be through a 
process of severe affliction. Sometimes when my 
mind has been greatly exercised on the subject, I 
have even wished that God's afflictive hand might 
be laid upon me, and that I might pass through 
the fiery furnace that I might thus be refined. One 
thing which always tended to keep this question 
before my mind was this : that in nearly every charge 
where I laboured there was always some one or 
more who consistently professed this blessing, and 
whose lives re-published the testimony of their lips. 
I always esteemed, respected, and almost vene- 
rated them. But, yet, I comforted myself with 
the thought that their circumstances differed from 
mine, and that if ever I enjoyed the blessing at all, 
it would most likely be towards the close of my 
life. Thus more than a score of years of my 
history and ministry passed away. About two 
years ago, during and after my return from my 
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summer's vacation, the question was ever presenf 
with me, ** How can I be more useful ? '* 

I was satisfied that, at the farthest, probably not 
jmore than fifteen or twenty years of active min- 
istry remained to me, and the question was urged 
upon my heart by the Holy Spirit, " How can I 
make the most of those years ? " 

Of two things I was well convinced : First, That 
I could not labour any harder in the ministry and 
pastorate than I had done ; and, secondly, that I 
could not study more hours or with greater inten- 
sity to prepare for the pulpit than I had done. 
What then remained ? What did I yet lack ? The 
answer came, ^' A deeper consecration to God — the 
full baptism of the Spirit." That consecration. I 
resolved to make, but with a determination to say 
nothing about it, and only to let my life declare it. 
A little subsequent to this I was gently led by the 
Spirit fully to consecrate myself to Christ, and to 
believe that the blood of Jesus cleanseth me, even 
me, from all sin. But this was not until after a very 
severe struggle. The question came to my mind, 
'*' What, will you make a profession of this bless- 
ing ? " ** Suppose that by so doing you are isolated 
from your brethren, and you are sent to a small and 
out-of-the-way appointment, what then ? " I replied, 
** I can be happy anywhere and under any circum- 
stances, if Christ is with me, and I will act up to my 
convictions of duty." I simply ** believed," and I 
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** entered into rest." The evidence of the power of 
the cleansing blood and of the sanctifying Spirit 
was just as clear to my mind and heart as was that 
of justifying and regenerating grace. And when I 
had obtained the blessing, it was the easiest thing* 
in the world for me to speak of it. In fact, I could 
not keep still. But I felt just like a little child in 
this new stage or degree of Christian experience* 
I felt that I had everything to learn, and was will* 
ing and anxious to sit at the feet of Christ's saints^ 
and learn of them. 

Since that blessed period, the 15th of January, 
1866, I have endeavoured to live near to Christ, 
and I have enjoyed very much of sweet commu- 
nion with Him. And although deeply conscious 
of many imperfections, short-comings, and of occa- 
sional lapses, yet I am certain that through grace 
I have been raised to a plane of religious experi- 
ence which I have never known or enjoyed before 
At the same time my soul lies humbled in the dust 
before Him. I am nothing; but Christ is every- 
thing. At times the sense of my unworthiness, my 
weaknesses, and my vileness is almost overwhelm- 
ing ; but then my faith cordially and heartily ac- 
cepts of Christ as my wisdom, my righteousness, 
my sanctification, and my redemption. Here I rest.. 
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TESTIMONIES. 

President Mahan, Congregationalist. 

My early Christian experience had two prominent 
characteristics ; a desire, inexpressibly strong, to 
be freed from all sin in every form, and to be 
entirely consecrated to the love and service of 
God in all the powers and susceptibilities of my 
being. Nor can any one conceive the gloom and 
horror that covered my mind, when older Chris- 
tians assured me, and as I supposed with truth, 
that that was a state to which I should never, in 
this life, attain ; that my lusts would not be per- 
fectly subdued or subjected to the will of Christ, 
and that one of the brightest evidences of my con- 
version and growth in grace, was new discoveries 
of the deep and fixed corruptions of my heart— »- 
corruptions, from which I was never to be cleansed 
till death should deliver me from my bondage. 
Notwithstanding all the impediments thrown in 
the way of my progress in holiness, I continued 
to press forward for a succession of years, till I 
could say, in thie language of another, *^ I do know 
that I love holiness for holiness' sake." 

In this state, I commenced my studies as a 

8 
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student in college. Here I fell and fell, by not 
aiming singly at the ** prize of the high calling,*' 
but at the prize of college honours. I subsequently 
entered a theological seminary, with the hope of 
there finding myself in such an atmosphere, that 
my first love would be revived. In this expecta- 
tion, I grieve to say I was most sadly disappointed. 
I found the piety of my brethren apparently as low 
as my own. I here say it with sorrow of heart, 
that my mind does not recur to a single individual 
connected with the ** school of the prophets," when 
1 was there, who appeared to me to enjoy daily 
communion and peace with God. 

After completing my course under such circum- 
stances, I entered the ministry, proud of my in- 
tellectual attainments, and armed, as I supposed, 
at every point, with the weapons of theological 
warfare, but with the soul of piety chilled and 
expiring within me. Blessed be God, the remem- 
brance of what I had been remained, and con- 
stantly aroused me to a consciousness of what I 
was. I looked into myself, and over -the Church, 
and was shocked at what I felt, and what I saw. 
Two facts in the aspect of the Church and the 
ministry struck my mind with gloomy interest. 
Scarcely an individual, within the circle of my 
knowledge, seemed to know the Gospel as a sanc- 
tifying or peace-giving Gospel. In illustration of 
ithis remark, let me state a fact which I met with 
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in the year 183 1 or 1832. I then met a company 
of my ministerial brethren, who had come together 
from one of the most favoured portions of the 
country. They sat down together, and gave to 
each other an undisguised disclosure of the state 
of their hearts, and they all, with one exception, 
and the experience of that individual I did not 
hear, acknowledged that they had not daily com- 
munion and peace with God. Over these facts 
they wept, but neither knew how to direct the 
others out of the thick and impenetrable gloom 
which covered them, and I was in the same 
ignorance as my brethren. 

I state these facts as a fair example of the state 
of the Church, and of the ministry, as far as my 
observation has extended. When my mind became 
fully conscious of this fact, I was led to compare 
my own, and the experience of the Church around 
me, with that of the Apostles and primitive Chris- 
tians, and with the ** path of the just," as described 
in the sacred Scriptures. I found the two in 
direct contrast with each other. Here the great 
inquiry arose in my mind, What is the grand secret 
of holy living ? How shall I attain to that per- 
petual fulness and peace in Christ, which, for 
example, Paul enjoyed. Till this secret was fully 
disclosed to my mind, I felt that I was, and must 
be disqualified in one fundamental respect, to 
^*feed the flock of God." While the Gospel was 
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not life and peace to me,, how could I present it in 
such a manner that it would be life and peace to 
others ? I must myself be led by the Great Shep- 
herd, into the << green pastures and beside the still 
waters," before I could lead the flock of God into 
the same blissful regions. For years this one 
inquiry pressed upon my thoughts, and often, as I 
have looked over a company of inquiring sinners,, 
have I said within myself, I would gladly take my 
place among those inquirers, if any individual 
would show me how to come into possession of 
the " riches of the glory of Christ's inheritance in 
the saints." But clouds and darkness covered my 
mind in respect to this, the most momentous of all 
subjects. 

In this state of mind I continued to press my 
inquiries with increasing interest upon this one 
subject, till the fall of 1836. At that time, during 
a series of religious meetings, a large number of 
the members of the Church arose and informed us 
that they were fully convinced that they had been 
deceived in respect to their character as Christians, 
and that they were now without hope, and ap- 
peared as inquirers, to know " what they should 
do to be saved." At the same time, the great 
mass of the remainder disclosed to us the cheer- 
less bondage in which they had long been groan- 
ing, and asked us if we could tell them how to 
obtain deliverance. I now felt myself, as one of 
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the ** leaders of the flock of God," pressed with 
the great inquiry above referred to, with greater 
interest than ever before. I set my heart, by 
prayer and supplication to God, to find the light 
after which I had been so long seeking. 

In this state I visited one of my associates in 
the work, and disclosed to him the burden which 
had weighed down my mind for so many years. 
I asked him if he could tell me the secret of the 
piety of Paul, and the reason of the strange con- 
trast between the Apostle's experience and my 
own. In labouring for the salvation of men, I 
observed that my feelings oftenVemained unmoved 
and unaffected, while Paul was constantly ** con- 
strained " by the love of Christ. Our conversation 
then turned upon the passage, " The love of 
Christ constraineth us," &c. While thus em- 
ployed, my heart leaped up in ecstasy indescriba- 
"ble, with the exclamation, ** I have found it." I 
liave now, by the grace of God, discovered the 
secret after which I have been searching these 
many years. I understood the secret of the piety 
of Paul, and knew how to attain to that blissful 
state myself. Paul's piety all arose from one cause 
exclusively, a sympathy with the heart of Christ in 
His love for lost men. To attain to this state 
myself, I had only to acquaint myself with the 
love of Christ, and yield my whole being up to its 
sweet control. 
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1. Christ had been but as one chapter in my 
system of theology, when He should have been the 
sun and centre of my system. 

2. When I thought of my guilt and need of 
justification, I had looked to Christ exclusively, as 
I ought to have done. For sanctification, on the 
other hand, to overcome the ''worid, the flesh,, 
and the devil," I had depended mainly upon my 
own resolutions. Here was the grand mistake, 
and the source of all my bondage under sin. I 
ought to have looked to Christ for sanctification as 
much as for justification, and for the same reason* 
The great object of my being now was to know 
Christ, and in knowing Him to be changed into 
His image. Here was the " victory which over* 
cometh the world." Here was the " death of the 
body of sin." Here was ''redemption from all 
iniquity," into the " glorious liberty of the children 
of God." At this time, the appropriate office of 
the Holy Spirit presented itself to my mind with 
a distinctness and interest never understood nor 
felt before. To know Christ was the life of the 
soul. To '' take of the things of Christ and show 
them unto us ; " to open our hearts to understand 
the Scriptures ; to strengthen us with might in the 
inner man, that we might comprehend the " breadth 
and depth, and length and height, and know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge," and thus 
be '' filled with all the fulness of God," is the 
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appropriate office of the Spirit. The highway of 
holiness was now rendered perfectly distinct to my 
mind. The discovery of it was to my mind as 
" life from the dead." The disclosure of this path 
had the same effect upon others, who had heen, 
like myself, " weary, tossed with tempest and not 
comforted." As my supreme attention was thus 
fixed upon Christ, as it became the great object of 
my being to know Him, and be transformed into 
His likeness, and as I was perpetually seeking that 
divine illumination by which I might apprehend 
Him, an era occurred in my experience, which I 
have no doubt will ever be one of the most memor- 
able. In a moment of deep and solemn thought, 
the veil seemed to be lifted, and I had a vision of 
the infinite glory and love of Christ, as manifested 
in the mysteries of redemption. I will not attempt 
to describe the effect of that vision upon my mind. 
All that I would say is, that in view of it, my heart 
melted and flt>wed out like water. The heart of 
stone was taken away, and a heart of love and 
tenderness assumed its place. From that time I 
have desired to ** know nothing but Jesus Christ 
and ftim crucified." I have literally ** esteemed 
all things but loss for the excellence of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord," and the knowledge 
of Christ has been eternal life begun in my heart. 
Now when the Lord Jesus Christ was thus held 
up among us, by myself and others, a brother in 
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the ministry arose in one of our meetings and 
remarked, that there was one question to which he 
desired a definite answer be given. It was this, 
** When we look to Christ for sanctification, what 
degree of sanctification may we expect from Him ? 
May we look to Him to be sanctified wholly, or 
not ? " I do not recollect that I was ever so shocked 
and confounded at any question before or since. 
I felt for the moment that the work of Christ among 
us would be marred, and the mass of minds around 
us rush into Perfectionism. Still the question was 
before us ; and to it we were bound, as pupils of 
the Holy Spirit, to give a Scriptural answer. We 
did not attempt to give a definite answer to it at 
that time. With that question before us, we spent 
most of the winter, in prayer and the study of the 
Bible. The great inquiry with us was, what 
degree of holiness may we ourselves expect from 
Christ, when we exercise faith in Him ; and in 
what light shall we present Him to others, as a 
Saviour from sin ? We looked, for example, at such 
passages as this, passages of which the Bible is 
full, ** And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly, and I pray God, your whole spirit, and 
soul, and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it." We looked 
at such passages, I say, and asked ourselves this 
question, Suppose an honest inquirer after holiness 
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asks, what is here promised to the believer ; may 
I expect, in view of this prayer and promise, that 
God will sanctify me wholly, and preserve me in 
that state, till the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ? What answer shall we give him ? Shall 
we tell him that merely partial^ and not perfect 
holiness is here promised, and that the former, and 
not the latter, he is here authorized to expect ? 
After looking prayerfully at the testimony of 
Scripture in respect to the provisions and promises 
of divine grace, we were constrained to admit that 
but one aifSwer to the above question could be 
given from the Bible ; and the greatest wonder 
with me is, that I have been so long a ** master in 
Israel," and have never before known these things. 
Since that time we have never ceased to proclaim 
the redemption of Christ as a full redemption. Nbr 
do we expect to cease proclaiming it as a full and 
finished redemption, till Christ shall call us home. 
For myself, I am willing to proclaim it to the world, 
that I now look to the very God of peace to sanc- 
tify me wholly, and preserve my whole spirit, and 
soul and body, blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I put up this prayer with the 
expectation that the very things prayed for will be 
granted. Reader, is that confidence misplaced? 
In expecting that blessing, am I leaning upon a 
broken reed, or upon the broad promise of God ? 
There is one circumstance connected with my 
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recent experience, to which I desire to turn the 
attention of the reader. And that is this ; that I 
have for ever given up all idea of resisting tempta- 
tion, subduing any lust, appetite or propensity, or 
of acceptably performing any service for Christ, by 
the mere force of my own resolutions. If my pro- 
pensities, which lead to sin, are crucified, I know 
that it must be done by an indwelling Christ. If I 
overcome the world, this is to be the victory, " even 
our faith.'* If the great enemy is to be overcome^ 
it is to be done ** by the blood of the Lamb." 

Believing, as I now do, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ has provided special grace for the entire 
sanctification of every individual, for the subjec- 
tion of all his propensities, for a perfect victory 
over every temptation and incentive to sin, and 
for rendering us, in every sphere and condition 
in life, all that He requires us to be; the first 
inquiry with me is. In what particular respect do I 
need the grace of Christ ? What is there, for 
example, in my temper that needs correction ? 
Wherein am I in bondage to appetite, or to any of 
my propensities ? What are the particular respon* 
sibilities, temptations, &c., incident to each 
particular sphere and condition in life in which the 
providence of God has called me to act. What is 
the temper that I ought, then, to manifest, so that 
I may everywhere, and under all circumstances^. 
reflect the image of Christ ? 
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Thus having discovered my special* necessity, in 
any one of the particulars above referred to, my 
next object is, to take some promise applicable to 
the particular exigency before me, and to go directly 
to Christ for the supply of that particular necessity .r 
By having the eye of faith perpetually fixed upofi 
Christ in this manner, by always looking to Him 
for special grace in every special exigency, yesr 
for " grace to help in every time of need," how 
easy it is to realize in our blessed experience the- 
truth of all the '' exceeding great and precious 
promises " of divine grace. How easy it is to 
have the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, '' keep our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus." ** Our peace is then as a river,, 
and our righteousness as the waves of the sea." 
The mind seems to be borne upward and onwardr 
as upon an ocean of light, peace and blessedness^ 
which knows no bounds. 

'* O glorious change ! *tis all of grace, 

By bleeding love bestowed 
On outcasts of our fallen race, 

To bring them home to God ; 
Infinite grace to vileness given. 
The sons of earth made heirs of heaven.** 

And now, reader, " my heart's desire and prayer 
to God " for you, is, that you may know this full 
redemption. If you will cease from all efforts of 
your own, and bring your sins, and sorrows, and 
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<:ares, and propensities which lead into sin, to 
-Christ, and cast them all upon Him, if with 
implicit faith you will hang your whole being 
upon Him, and make it the great object of life to 
know Him, for the purpose of receiving and 
reflecting His image, you will find that all the 
** exceeding great and precious promises " of His 
word, are, in your own blissful experience, a living 
reality. The water that Christ shall give you> 
^* shall be in you a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life." You shall have a perpetual and 
joyful victory over the ** world, the flesh, and the 
devil." Ever)nvhere, and under all circumstances, 
your peace in Christ shall be as a " river, and your 
righteousness as the waves of the sea." " O 
taste and see that the Lord is good," ** There is 
no want to them that fear Him." And, reader, 
-when your cup is once filled with the love of Christ, 
you will then say with truth, " The half has not 
been told me." " Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him." 
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Thomas Cooper. 



N.B. — The following instructive narrative is from Cooper*S' 
Autobiography. Written after the varied experiences of 
many years, it is a remarkable testimony to the power of 
sanctifying grace. 

Sigston's " Life of William Bramwell " proved 
to be a spark that for a time lit my whole soul 
into flame. I had been reasoning with myself,. 
"What I want is to be holy. I want to cease 
sinning. The pardon of sin is really of imperfect 
value, if I continue to sin. I shall need pardon- 
ing again. It is entire devotedness to God that I 
need. I ought to be devoted to Him. It must be 
right to be so devoted ; and it must be wrong ta 
live without rendering God perfect obedience. 
Does He not ask me for it in His word ? Does 
He not say, * Be ye holy ? * If He commands it, 
it must be possible to obey. God never mocks 
man. He would not command it if it were not 
possible. But I am mocking God if I profess to 
be His, and yet have not given Him my whole 
heart." 
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I reasoned further, that, as I had come out from 
the world, and joined myself to God*s people, I 
should be acting insincerely if I did not live fully 
to God. My plans of learning and study ; alas ! 
they had all been suspended. And I reasoned 
that I must not resume them to kill my spirituality 
of mind.* I must have this holiness of heart. All 
•other acquirements were despicable compared to 
it. The earnestness of my prayers for holiness 
«oon raised a flame around me. Others began to 
pray for holiness. And then, in company with a 
few earnest young men, I began to meet once a 
"week in the house of a female class-leader, who 
for many years had been noted for fervid devotion. 

I read Bramwell on my knees by three in the 
morning. I was swallowed up with the one thought 
of reaching " perfect love," of living without sin, 
of feeling I was always and fully in God's favour. 
I prayed for it, we all prayed for it, at the weekly 
meeting we held-in the house of the devoted woman 
1 spoke of. One night we had sung ** Wrestling 
Jacob," the hymn which has so often been styled 
the masterpiece in the Wesleyan Hymn Book, 
commencing — 

** Come, O thou traveller unknown." 

We had all sung the hymn with wrapt fervour, but 

* A mistake which he probably would not have made, if he 
had had a sober adviser at hand. — £d. 
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I had sung one verse with an earnestness of feel- 
ing and an agony of resolve, that I think L never 
sang another verse with in all my life — 

** In vain Thou strugglest to get free — 
I never will unloose my hold ! 
Art Thou the Man that died for me ? 

The secret of Thy love unfold I 
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go, 
Till I Thy Name, Thy Nature know." 

We sang over and over again, on our knees, 
*' Wrestling, I will not let Thee go ! " till at last I 
sprang upon my feet crying, " I will believe ! I do 
believe ! " and the very saying of the words, with 
all the strength of resolve, seemed to lift me above 
the earth. And I kept on believing, according to 
the lesson I had learned in the " Life of William 
Bramwell." No thought of consequences that 
might happen, no fear of the possibility of failure, 
could prevent me from confessing and professing, 
with impressive fervour, that God had sanctified 
my soul. The example was wondrously infectious. 
Hundreds in the town and circuit began to pray 
for holiness of heart ; and many professed also to 
obtain it. 

How long I maintained the profession of it, I 

' cannot say with exactness. It was but for part of 

a year, perhaps not more than half a year. But I 

remember well that I was in a religious state that 
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I have never reached since. For some months I 
never struck a boy in my school. I felt that I 
could not strike ; and told the children I should 
strike no more. And the children used to look at 
me so wistfully, when I spoke to them tenderly and 
lovingly, if any had done wrong! I instituted 
prayer four times a day, with singing, in my school; 
and I have had many testimonies, in after-life, ta 
the good impressions made on the minds of some 
of the children. 

If, throughout eternity in heaven, I be as happy 
as I often was for whole days during that short 
period of my religious life, it will be heaven indeed. 
Often, for several days together, I felt close to the 
Almighty, felt I was His own and His entirely. 
I felt no wandering of the will, no inclination to 
yield to sin. And when temptation came, my 
whole soul wrestled for victory, till the temptation 
fled. 
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safely to hand. I have looked it through, and could not help remarking the 
admirable collection of verses, suitable for young persons, which you have 
interspersed throughout the book. If they be induced to commit to memory 
eacTi day the contents of a section, yon will not have laboured in vain," 
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THE RESOLUTION TAKEN. 

By Bishop Peck. 

You have often resolved to live a better life. 
Several things are essential to this resolution. 

I. It must be grounded in conviction. Without 
it your resolution will be feeble and temporary — 
little more indeed than mere impulse. But 
thorough conviction of inward depravity and of 
the need of entire sanctification, wrought by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, will remedy this. Let 
there be no failure now. 

II. But carefully observe that this resolution is 
not made in your own strength. Poor human 
nature has no strength for such a purpose. How 
often have your most solemn vows failed, for no 
other reason than some secret reliance upon your 
own power. But, now let this error also be re- 
medied. You are nothing ; God is all. The Holy 
Spirit can sustain you in the purpose to seek for a 
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pure heart, until you obtain it. Fix your whole 
soul upon the Almighty Spirit, until you see and 
feel that He is given for you ; that He has come 
to accomplish the work of cleansing for you ; that 
in the unlimited power of God He is with you, to 
be might in your weakness, and to uphold you in 
this struggle. Now, make the resolution. With 
every energy of intellect and heart, confiding in 
the strength of the Holy Ghost, venture to say, I 
will seek for holiness until I obtain it. 

HI. There must be no mental reservation. Did 
you think, as you were settling the question, I will 
make an effort, I will see whether it is for me, I 
will try the theory by an experiment ? Alas ! then 
you have been deceived by your enemy. Is yours, 
then, only a resolution to ascertain whether God 
is true or false ? Do you propose to debate the 
promises of the Gospel, and to proceed only upon 
conditions that you shall find them reliable ? The 
resolution, to be successful, must be based upon 
the absolute unchangeable veracity of God, upon 
the unquestioned integrity of the promises, upon 
the positive certainty that the blood of Jesus can 
cleanse from all sin, and that it can, and will 
cleanse you, so soon as you take the right position 
in regard to it. 

IV. Another caution suffer us to suggest. An 
attempt to prescribe your own states of mind before 
and after this work is wrought, and the manner in 
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which it is to be effected,, will mislead you. The 
methods of divine grace upon the souls of men 
are various. The manner in which you will be 
affected is not, therefore, a question submitted to 
yourself: you may have some power over it, but 
you ought to have as little as possible ; at least, 
include nothing of this in your resolution ; leave it 
all with God. To say beforehand it cannot be done 
now, I must agonise and pray for days or weeks, 
at least there must be some delay in the matter, is 
to limit God, is to assume to judge beyond your 
light, nay, in opposition to your light, for all this 
deferring and selection of times, is surely against 
the word of God. True, there may be a delay, but 
the reason will be in you, not in God. 

V. Finally, the resolution must be made with a 
full purpose to accept all the requirements of God's 
word. Some of them may be crossing to your 
nature ; some may be difficult for you, with your 
habits of life to meet. You may feel the shrink- 
ings of the flesh, while the spirit is willing, and 
yet every cross must be borne, every trial endured, 
every apparent danger braved. Every sacrifice 
required for the fulfilment of the revealed condition 
must be considered a privilege for the sake of the 
object, for the honour of Christ, for the glory of 
God. But be not alarmed ; as you come to under- 
stand the work more thoroughly you will be delighted 
to see how right, how perfectly in accordance with 
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your sense of duty every particular of it is. You: 
will feel an agreeable surprise at the perfect sim- 
plicity of the way ; and as you proceed to take 
one step after another, you will see difficulties 
vanish, and the most dreaded crosses turn into- 
the most grateful privileges. 

From " The Central Idea of Christianity .'* 



TESTIMONY. 

Rev. Cyrus Brooks, D.D. 

My oldest brother, long since glorified, was 
mainly instrumental in bringing me into the 
Christian fold when I was twenty years of age. At 
the very outset my attention was directed to the 
subject of Christian perfection, and thenceforward 
I felt an intense desire for its experience. Two 
years afterwards I was thrust out into the itinerant 
ministry, when I felt the need of it, if possible, 
more than ever. And during my first six months- 
in the ministry I was enabled "to believe and 
enter in." Yet I had not learned to live by faith 
alone; and when, after a time, I was called to 
traverse one of those barren tracts so common in 
my pilgrimage, faith, unsustained by feeling, gave 
way. I lost first the witness of the blessing, and 
then the blessing itself. 
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Ever afterwards I mourned the loss with great 
bitterness, but did not, for many years, set myself 
resolutely to recover my ground. Often, when 
preaching on the subject, my heart would glow 
with something so like the old fire, that for a little 
time it would seem as if I was again in possession 
of my lost treasure. Seldom did I reprove sinners 
for neglecting Christ, or encourage the penitent to 
trust Him now for salvation, without feeling that 
my reproofs and exhortations were as applicable 
to myself as those to whom they were directed. 
Sometimes, however, my discouragement was so 
great, that I almost doubted the reality of such an 
experience. 

My thirteenth year in the ministry commenced 
very much as those preceding had done. But soon 
afterwards, near the close of 1845, I read, in the 
Christian Advocate and jfournaly a stirring appeal 
on the subject of holiness in the ministry. To me 
it was a word in season. I read it, thought upon 
it, and the Holy Spirit applied it. I was deeply 
convicted — convicted that my experience was sadly 
-defective ; that I was suffering heavy loss in con- 
sequence, loss which I could by no means afford ; 
that I was defrauding the Church, and Christ the 
head of the Church, by neglecting an essential 
qualification for my work ; and that, in this neglect, 
I was utterly inexcusable. 

The resolution was at once formed, that, by 
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God's help, I would be guilty of this criminal 
neglect no longer. I knelt right down before God, 
and sought pardon for the past, and then solemnly 
presented myself "a living sacrifice unto God, 
through Jesus Christ." It was one of the most 
solemn transactions of my life. I realised its full 
import, and entered into it in view of all its con- 
sequences. I felt that, though no human eye saw 
me, no human ear heard, no human hand regis- 
tered the vows uttered, yet there were eyes that 
saw, ears that heard, and a hand that recorded* 
And in view of all, the vow of consecration was 
deliberately, voluntarily, resolutely taken. 

Yet it was not done without a struggle. There 
was strong and persistent opposition to it, on the 
part of the *f flesh," to say nothing of other forces* 
There was a disposition to make some exceptions 
in the consecration; to spare some little idols; 
avoid some crosses, some self-denials. There was 
a disposition to insert some conditions ; not such 
as God offers, and to which I was authorised to 
hold Him, but such as I might suggest. There 
was also a disposition to make a consecration of 
limited duration ; not final, not perpetual, not. 

m 

irrevocable. Almost anything would be accepted 
that did not at once, and for ever, cut off all 
'* provision for the flesh." 

Some of these suggestions assumed definite 
form, though they were mostly presented in so- 
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covert a manner as not to attract attention at the 
time. But they were strongly urged, nevertheless, 
and some of them would have been successfully 
urged, had not 

** Jesus, Himself, the stronger show'd. 
And claimed me for His own." 

With a strength of purpose which, I am sure, 
was from Him who " giveth more grace,'* over- 
coming grace, I made the consecration — made it 
without reservation, without condition, without 
limitation. I made it in humble reliance upon 
His grace to help me. His mercy to pardon my 
failures, and His blood to cleanse me. 

And now, having placed myself in His hands, I 
humbly, reverently, yet resolutely, held Him to 
His promise. The act of consecration is, some- 
times, described as an abandonment of one's self 
into the hands of God. But I cannot so regard it. 
I am sure that I did not abando7iy but intrusted 
myself to Him. He had graciously given His 
promise to save, and that promise was a condition 
precedent in the whole transaction. As to the 
mode of treatment, the surrender was uncon- 
ditional, but God had condescended to obligate 
Himself as to the result. And pleading His 
promise, I said, ** I am Thine, save me." 

I had intrusted myself to Him to be saved from 
all sin, and that He would thus save me, I had no 
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doubt. And I felt entirely confident that He 
would finish the work just as soon as I was ready 
for it. I rejoiced in the glorious hope of perfect 
love ; though not, as yet, in the actual possession 
of it. " I waited patiently for the Lord," using 
diligently all available helps ; hourly expecting 
deliverance, yet willing that He should choose His 
own time, and employ His own methods. And it 
pleased Him so to deal with me, that every stage 
of my progress, every phase of my experience, was 
marked with the utmost distinctness. 

I now went immediately to my people, and told 
them what was done. In the pulpit, in the social 
meeting, in private, and wherever I had suitable 
opportunity, I confessed my great want ; preached 
Christ, a present Saviour from all sin, and urged 
the Church to come with me, and prove His great 
salvation. The effect was very soon manifest in 
an earnest hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness. Several experienced the blessing before I 
did, and became my teachers. An extensive re- 
vival broke out, many sinners were converted, and 
a goodly company raised up to testify that " the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." 

In the meantime I was passing through a most 
fearful spiritual conflict, or series of conflicts. It 
may be that my former failures, and still more my 
inveterate unbelief, rendered necessary a some- 
what unusual severity of treatment. It sometimes 



137 

seemed as if the powers of darkness were all let 
loose upon me, *' sworn to destroy.'* Yet the great 
struggle was against the, foe within. All the latent 
evils of my nature, evils that I had supposed long 
since subdued, if not utterly destroyed, seemed to 
start all at once into full activity. I had prayed 
the Lord to give me a sight of my own heart, that 
I might know the extent and malignity of the 
disease, but had no idea the prayer was to be 
answered in this way. 

Instead of looking in upon my heart, and seeing 
inbred sin, as I would look upon a disgusting ulcer, 
objectively, I felt sin, felt it in the form of sinful 
impulses, tending to develop into sinful tempers, 
words, and acts. And it was often with the utmost 
difficulty that I could check this tendency, that I 
could so control these impulses as to avoid actual 
sin. And this continued almost to the very last. 
However it may be in the experience of others, 
certain it is, that, in my case, the " old man " did 
not waste imperceptibly away, nor die exhausted 
and worn out by lingering disease. It was a violent 
death, a crucifixion, and the death struggle was 
terrible indeed. 

Yet during all this time I was enabled to " both" 
hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord." Not for one moment did I draw back from 
the engagement, nor regret the step I had taken. 
In seasons of deepest distress I would not for 
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worlds, it seems to me, have been placed back 
where I was before. " The vow was past beyond 
repeal," beyond all desire for its repeal. I had 
counted the cost, and knew it to be comparatively 
trifling. I felt all the time delightfully assured 
that whatever the cost, the transaction was wholly 
in my own interest, that everything I might suffer 
was to my own advantage. Never but once, I 
believe, did I feel even a momentary discourage- 
ment. And that was but for a moment, otherwise it 
seems to me I could not have endured it. Through 
long and weary weeks I had borne the buffetings 
of Satan, and the agonizing struggles of inbred 
sin, but now I was to endure a trial still more 
severe. This was the final trial to which my faith 
was to be subjected, and by which it was to be 
freed from all remaining alloy. It was a crisis, 
too, a most important crisis, in the then pending 
struggle. 

It came thus : — I was praying, and the Spirit 
seemed helping my infirmities, making interces- 
sion in me with groanings that could not be uttered. 
" My longing heart was all on fire to be dissolved 
in love." I really thought " the long expected 
hour" had come, and that God was about to " bless 
me with His perfect love." With eager expectancy 
I reached out to receive the blessing, but it was 
gone ! The tide of feeling instantly subsided, the 
spirit of prayer left me, and I felt as if being driven 
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back to wander again in the wilderness. I looked 
wistfully over to the Canaan of my hopes, which, 
it seemed, I was not permitted to enter. 

The anguish of that moment no language can 
describe. There was a feeling of blank, utter 
discouragement. Several times before, in my past 
experience, I had come up to this point, and just 
here had always failed. And now must I fail here 
again ? . Was this a point beyond which I could 
not, must not go ? Must I drag out the miserable 
remainder of life burdened and polluted with sin ? 
Was there none to ** deliver me from the body of 
this death ? " It was not the temporary disap- 
pointment of my hopes — that I had often borne, 
and could bear it again ; it was not that I feared 
possible apostacy and ruin — that did not enter my 
mind ; there was no fear of punishment ; but, 
sin ! I do not think I ever loathed it so before. 
And must I harbour it in my heart ? Must its 
polluting presence be with me everywhere, in all I 
do, or say, or think, or feel ? Must I carry it with 
me to the very close of life ? In an agony, I cried 
out, " Must it be ? Oh, God, must it he ? " 

In that instant I received strength to say re- 
solutely. No. It need not be ; and, God helping 
me, it shall not be. God*s word is out. His truth 
is pledged, and I will trust Him, I will believe. 
Henceforth it shall make no difference with my 
faith whether my feelings are encouraging or dis- 
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couraging. I will believe, not because I feel , bat 
because God speaks, I saw plainly that He would 
have me trust His word, without additional security; 
that He would have all the sand cleared away, and 
leave only the rock for me to build upon. The 
trial had accomplished its mission. 

This was the last severe trial to which I was 
subjected. But I had one more preparatory lesson 
to learn, one that proves of great value to me 
whenever I have to wait, as is often the case, for 
an answer to prayer. But I hardly know how to 
characterise it. Perhaps Paul meant it, or some- 
thing like it, in the exhortation, " pray without 
ceasing." It is not to bring one's petition repeat- 
£dly, but to have it continuously before the King. 
It is to present it to Him once for all, never to be 
withdrawn, not for one moment, though He may 
be often reminded of it, His attention called to it, 
as an unanswered prayer, and, until answered, as 
involving an unfulfilled promise. As I now look 
back upon past experience, I see that I had often 
prayed, and with great earnestness, but not re- 
ceiving an answer, had given up the suit for that 
time. In this way, though I did not intend it, the 
petition was actually withdrawn for the present, tp 
be presented again with the hope of better success 
at some future time. Of course God cannot be 
expected to answer prayers that are not before 
Him. 
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On the occasion of which I am about to speak^ 
I had been praying for the blessing of a clean 
heart, and was about to cease, as I had done so 
often. But just then a new light shone upon me. 
It did not startle me as new, indeed I did not 
think of the light, but only the truth which it 
revealed, and the revelation seemed made to the 
heart rather than the intellect. I felt that I need 
not withdraw my request, but might leave it before 
God to plead on, so to speak, "without ceasing." 
I acted upon the suggestion at once, and said, as 
I had not before, 

** Never will I remove 

Out of Thy hands my cause ; 
But rest in Thy redeeming love, 
And hang upon Thy cross." 

There was an immediate and entire change in 
the character of my experience. Yet the change 
came so without " observation," that it did not 
seem sudden. I seemed to be elevated to a higher 
plane, yet so gently that I knew it not until it was 
done — ^to be in permanent communication with the 
"throne of grace," without knowing when the 
connection was formed. The tumult had ceased, 
and an indescribable calm had taken possession of 
my soul. The painful sense of inward pollution 
that had so long oppressed me was gone, and I 
could discover nothing within contrary to perfect 
love. Those about me observed the change, and 



142 

understood its significance. To me it was won- 
derful, yet it seemed negative rather than positive. 
The house seemed empty and swept, but not 
garnished. I could give no clear account of my 
spiritual status. In the absence of the direct, 
positive witness of the Spirit, I did not dare to say 
I was saved from all sin ; and yet I did not dare 
to say it was not so. It was not properly a state 
of doubt, hardly of suspense, but rather of calm, 
trustful waiting for further light. It was as when 
the weary, tempest-tossed mariner finds shelter in 
some safe, quiet harbour, and before he has quite 
satisfied himself that it is the harbour of his hopes. 
I needed rest, and for the present, at least, had 
found it. 

For a day or two afterwards I was aware of an 
experience, which I know not how otherwise to de- 
scribe, than as a gradual filling up. It seemed as 
though my heart had been emptied of sin, and was 
filling up with righteousness. My rest was unbroken . 
I was called to a neighbouring town to assist for 
the next two days in a protracted meeting. Here, 
in preaching, and in the social meetings, I was 
greatly blessed. I spoke freely of my experience, 
and felt all the time that I was gaining higher 
ground. The view, at times, opened out before 
me so glorious, so vast, that I could hardly refrain 
from crying out, ** O, the ocean ! O, the ocean ! " 
It seemed that nothing but the boundless and 
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fathomless ocean could convey any fitting idea of 
the vastness and fulness of blessing that was 
presented before me. 

The light continued to increase, so that before 
reaching home I felt delightfully assured that the 
work of entire sanctification was wrought. I felt, 
too, that, for my own sake, for my brethren's sake, 
and, above all, for Christ's sake, I must not delay 
telling " how great things God had done for me." 
Accordingly, I determined to speak of it in the 
social meeting that was held at night. I was not 
aware of any excitement, but my heart was full, 
actually overflowing with praise. In this spirit I 
went to the meeting. But when the time came 
for me to speak, my feelings had changed. The 
witness of the Spirit seemed to be withdrawn, I 
was without joy, almost without feeling. But the 
witness had been clear, and was as yet' uncontra- 
dicted, and I felt that I must not hesitate to give 
God the glory for what He had wrought. 

I felt that this, too, was a crisis, and to falter 
here was to lose the ground already gained. 
Looking upward for light to see the path of duty, 
and for grace to walk in it, I proceeded to testify 
that the blood of Jesus Christ had cleansed me 
from all sin ; and gathering strength as I pro- 
ceeded, I testified that it did at that moment 
cleanse me from all sin. As I made this declara- 
tion, the witness, which had been obscured, was 
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restored, and with indescribable clearness. I 
seemed to have passed beyond the confines of 
belief, into the region of actual knowledge. The 
evidence, which was clear before, was perfectly 
overwhelming now. I could no more doubt the 
work than I could doubt my own existence. At 
the same time I found myself almost sinking 
under a weight of glory. I was overwhelmed with 
a flood of glory. It possessed every power of my 
soul. It filled my whole being. The Lord whom 
I sought had suddenly come to His temple, and 
His glory filled the house. 

All that I had suffered in reaching this point of 
experience now seemed as nothing. That for 
which I had agonised through those long and weary 
weeks, was gained at last. I had awaked with my 
Saviour's likeness, and was satisfied. 
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THE DUTY 



; OF BELIEVING AND CONFEISSING. 

p 

By Bishop Hamline. 

In Romans x, lo,, we read : ** With the heart man 
t believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
3 confession is made unto salvation." 

Let us glance at the nature, the matter, and the 

mode of confession. 
I I. The confession named is not of crime, but 

rather of religious grace and virtue ; namely, faith 

in Christ. This avowal is confession, whether 
ke with or without challenge. If without, it is some- 
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times called profession; and this has Scripture 
warrant. Thomas confessed, when he cried, ** My 
Lord and my God ! " as well as Stephen, who 
testified before enraged foes. And if the attending 
trials make it a <* confession," there are crosses 
besides martyrdom. Derision and reproach can 
wound as well as wild beasts ; and when the former 
j assail us at the sacred fireside, they may well claim 

■^ for us the honours of confession. 

it 

2. As to the matter of confession, the context 
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seems to limit it to Christ's resurrection : ** If thoi 
confess — and believe in thine heart that G-od hail 
raised Him from the dead" To understand this 
we must regard the spirit of it. Certain acts, in 
given circumstances, prove sincere piety, when, i 
different circumstances, they would prove nothing 
at all. Look at Daniel. Kneeling for prayer bv 
his window, displayed, in the circumstances, heroic 
zeal for God ; but take away the king's decree and 
den of lions, and suppose his prayers offered up 
in the city of Jerusalem, where the most profane 
Jew observed the custom, and this act of Daniel 
loses all its force. 

In the light of this example how evident it is, 
that confessing one offensive feature[of Christianity, 
may involve a full confession of the system. What 
that feature is must be determined by the state of 
public sentiment. In Paul's day the resurrection 
was peculiarly offensive, and concentred on itself 
the sum total of the odium which fell upon 
Christianity. It was the question of the times— 
the point of desperate conflict between Christ's 
friends and foes. When persecution raged, it was 
directed to that point, and met by the specific 
testimony of the unresisting martyrs — a testimony 
cheerfully sealed in their own blood. Surely this 
was a plenary confession, involving faith in Christ's 
Godhead, atonement, and offices — in the inward 
work of the Spirit — in every doctrine of His word. 
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^nd in His promises, even to that ** exceeding 
precious " one, " He that loseth his life for my sake 
^hall find itJ"" 

What then is now required ? Confessions of 
Christ in the work of the Holy Spirit — that 
Comforter which He sent to ** take of the things 
of Christ, and show them unto us " — confes- 
sions from living witnesses that the Spirit re- 
proves, regenerates, and " sanctifies wholly,*' 
through faith in Jesus Christ. The Jews testified 
of God's works in their days ; the apostles, of His 
miraculous deeds in the commencement of Chris- 
tianity ; and what belongs to us ? We can recount 
no plagues like those which smote Egypt, nor 
delivering miracles like those of the exodus. Yet 
God has not withdrawn His presence from our 
world. He " works a work '* in our day. " It 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, that 
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh." This 
He now does, as we have seen and known, 
convincing and regenerating ; ** sprinkling clean 
water upon" us that we may ** be clean." And of 
the plagues of sin within us, worse than the plagues 
of Egypt; of the rod, not of Aaron, but of Christ 
smiting our rocky hearts and causing the waters of 
repentance and then of joy to gush forth, we too 
are witnesses. 

3. The text prescribes the mode of confession; 
and the mistakes committed on this point show 
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how important it is that the question should be 
settled by divine authority. Some say, *« My 
position in the Church testifies." Not so. For to 
this day ** they are not all Israel who are of Israel.' 

Others say, " Let your life testify." Testifr 
what? If well ordered, it may testify the puritv 
of your morals, and the innocency of your social 
dispositions. It may prove you honest, industrious, 
neighbourly; but all these you may be without 
regeneration or the love of God. How shall it be 
known why you are honest, whether grace or 
nature, the love of Christ or the love of praise, 
makes you so ? 

The mode is fixed by God's authority. «« With 
the moiUh confession is made unto salvation ; " 
that is, in words spoken or written ; for in different 
circumstances they are equal. This has been the 
usual mode from the beginning. When Noah 
built the ark, he mingled his testimony with his 
daily toil, warning a wicked generation of its 
impending doom. Those "holy men of old," the 
patriarchs and proph^s, ^^ spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost ; " some of them enjoying His 
infallible guidance. The Psalmist wished to ** de- 
clare'' what God had done for his soul. The New 
Testament saints followed this example ; for the 
Apostle says, **We also believe, and therefore 
speak.'' Stephen testified with his expiring breath, 
and Paul records his experience in its remarkable 
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fdetails, visions, power, and all ; not leaving out 
"his call to preach, nor even his visit to the third 
lieavens. It seems he was wont to relate all in 
his sermons, and that before kings ; not standing 
on his own apostolic dignity, nor anx!ious about 
*the violations of courtly etiquette. 

We ought to join the Church ; else we reject 

<jrod's sacraments, and choose the world before 

Ood*s people. Like persons brought into court, we 

are summoned into the Church to be qualified as 

^w^itnesses by sacramental oaths. In the Church 

we should behave with the utmost circumspection, 

so that, our veracity unquestioned, we may testify 

with the utmost effect. But all this does not fulfil 

i:he demand of the summons. Having the position 

and the qualifications of a witness, we must next 

give our testimony, and not stand in the Church 

like " mutes '* before the court. 

How vital, then, is the connection between 
confession and salvation ! Without faith we cannot 
l3e saved. And confession must cherish and prove 
our faith. And if our faith be of the heart as well 
as of the intellect, it will speak, even as the breath 
comes and goes by the urgencies of nature. Then 
Uet us beware of silence. If it has already grieved 
the Holy Spirit, till confession is no longer easy 
and spontaneous as it was at our conversion, let 
us proceed to enact, as a duty, that which should 
iiave been a privilege, and thus recover what is 
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lost. If it is still a privilege, let us not " sell our 
birthright." Let us be faithful witnesses, and keep 
back nothing. The text is broad, and covers all 
experience, not select portions of it which involve 
no cross, because they invite no reproach. Our 
confession must be of God's grace^ whatever it 
hath wrought in its regenerating, comforting-, and 
sanctifying forms ; or, unlike the Psalmist, we 
hide God*s ** righteousness within our hearts,'* and 
" withhold His loving-kindness and His truth from 
the great congregation.'* We do not' "talk oi all 
His wondrous works." 
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